NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK NOMINATION

NPS Form 10-900 USDI/NPS NRHP Registration Form (Rev. 8-86) OMB No. 1024-0018
SKIDMORE/OLD TOWN HISTORIC DISTRICT Page 1
United States Department of the Interior, National Park Service National Register of Historic Places Registration Form

|
1. NAME OF PROPERTY

Historic Name: Skidmore/Old Town Historic District (Revised Documentation)

Other Name/Site Number: N/A

|
2. LOCATION

Street & Number:  Multiple Not for publication: N/A
City/Town: Portland Vicinity: N/A
State: Oregon County: Multnomah Code: 051 Zip Code: 97204
|

3. CLASSIFICATION

Ownership of Property Category of Property
Private: X Building(s):
Public-Local: X District: X
Public-State: Site: L
Public-Federal: Structure:

Object:

Number of Resources within Property

Contributing Noncontributing
55 21 buildings
L 22 sites
1 ____ structures
1 _1 objects
57 44 Total

Number of Contributing Resources Previously Listed in the National Register:

Name of Related Multiple Property Listing: N/A
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|
4. STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify
that this nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for
registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional
requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property ~ meets _ does not meet the
National Register Criteria.

Signature of Certifying Official Date

State or Federal Agency and Bureau

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria.

Signature of Commenting or Other Official Date

State or Federal Agency and Bureau

|
5. NATIONAL PARK SERVICE CERTIFICATION

I hereby certify that this property is:

____ Entered in the National Register

___ Determined eligible for the National Register
____ Determined not eligible for the National Register
_ Removed from the National Register

____ Other (explain):

Signature of Keeper Date of Action
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6. FUNCTION OR USE

Historic: Domestic Sub:

Commerce/Trade

Government

Social

Religion

Recreation & Culture
Health Care
Landscape

Industry
Transportation

Current: Domestic Sub:

Commerce/Trade

Social

Government

Health care
Recreation & Culture
Landscape

Industry
Transportation

Work in progress

|
7. DESCRIPTION

multiple dwelling, hotel

business, professional, organizational, financial institution,
specialty store, restaurant, warehouse

city hall

civic, meeting hall

religious facility, church school

theater, music facility, work of art

hospital, medical business

plaza, street furniture/object

manufacturing facility, industrial storage
rail-related, water-related, pedestrian related

multiple dwelling, hotel

business, professional, organizational, specialty store, restaurant,
warehouse

civic

fire station, public works

clinic

museum, outdoor recreation, monument/marker, work of art
park, parking lot, plaza, street furniture/object
manufacturing facility, industrial storage

rail-related, pedestrian-related

redevelopment

ARCHITECTURAL CLASSIFICATION: Late Victorian: Italianate, Romanesque, Gothic, Renaissance
Late 19" & 20™ Century Revivals: Italian Renaissance, Classical
Late 19" & 20™ Century American Movements: Commercial Style
Other: Utilitarian, Richardsonian Romanesque, Sullivanesque, Stripped Classical,
Second Renaissance Revival, Queen Anne Italianate

MATERIALS:
Foundation: Brick, stone, concrete

Walls: Brick, concrete, wood, metal (cast iron, ornamental sheet metal), stucco

Roof: Metal, asphalt, bituminous

Other: Glass
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SUMMARY

Portland’s Skidmore/Old Town Historic District is nationally significant under National Historic Landmark
Criterion 1 for its historical associations with the early development and economic growth of the Pacific
Northwest’s most important urban center of the last half of the nineteenth century. Portland’s mercantile
houses, commission agents, steamship companies and financial institutions, clustered along Front and First
streets in and near the present Skidmore/Old Town Historic District, supplied the goods, services and trade
connections that not only supported the development of western Oregon, but that of the greater Pacific Slope
region. Skidmore/Old Town’s historic commercial buildings memorialize Portland’s position as a commercial
entrepot that linked a large dependant hinterland to national and global economic systems, and highlight the
sometimes under-emphasized role of key urban centers in facilitating the settlement and development of the
western United States. The district also served as a major West Coast locus for the provision of important
“social services” and related urban functions oriented to the working classes, and in some cases ethnic minority
groups, including: lodging for itinerant workers, sailors, and loggers; union halls; reading rooms; missions and
chapels; ethnic publishing houses; and various popular entertainment and vice venues like saloons, gambling
halls, burlesque houses, and brothels. Finally, Skidmore/Old Town’s late nineteenth- and early twentieth-
century transition from commercial core to Skid Road—an association it has yet to fully shed—exemplifies the
changes in urban spatial organization seen in port cities across the nation whereby central business districts and
high-status residential areas migrated away from historic waterfront areas which subsequently suffered from
neglect, disinvestment, and loss of historic fabric through public “improvement” projects.

The district is equally significant under National Historic Landmark Criterion 4 for the exceptional architectural
values of its mid- and late-nineteenth-century cast-iron commercial buildings—one of the finest collections in
the nation and perhaps the most outstanding in the Far West. These two to four-story primarily Italianate
structures work in concert with sympathetically scaled and designed late nineteenth-century Richardsonian
Romanesque and early twentieth-century buildings to define the rich urban character that marks it as a national
treasure. With elaborate decorative elements echoing Italian Renaissance designs, Skidmore/Old Town’s
“Commercial Palaces” notably contribute to Portland’s architectural distinctiveness and collectively reflect both
the economic success of its early businesses, and the high cultural aspirations of its citizens and leaders.

The Skidmore/Old Town District was listed on the National Register in 1975 and designated a National Historic
Landmark in 1977. Neither nomination form included determinations fully comparable to current
contributing/noncontributing categories.

Describe Present and Historic Physical Appearance.
SETTING

The Skidmore/Old Town Historic District is located in the Central City area of Portland, Oregon. It is situated
on the west bank of the Willamette River, where the Burnside Bridge meets downtown Portland. Here, the
Portland townsite, platted beginning in 1845 with streets oriented to the flow of the Willamette River and
magnetic north, meets Couch’s Addition, platted beginning in 1850 with streets oriented to true north, creating
an offset of about twenty degrees. The district is bisected by W Burnside Street, a major arterial that divides the
city’s west side into northwest and southwest quadrants.
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The district encompasses seventeen complete city blocks and seven partial blocks within an area of
approximately forty-two acres. Commercial functions, including office, retail, light industry and warehouse
uses predominate, with more than half of the district’s properties currently dedicated to these uses. Housing
accounts for approximately 14 percent of the total land use, and vacant land or parking lots account for 28
percent. The easterly portion of the district is defined by open space along the Willamette River, with a total of
4.5 acres in Waterfront Park. To the west, on the north side of Burnside Street, the district overlaps with the
New Chinatown/Japantown Historic District, its similarly scaled nineteenth- and early twentieth-century
structures complementing those of Skidmore/Old Town and creating a more-or-less integrated and identifiable
historic central city area generally referred to as “Old Town.” To the north and northwest lies the still
transforming “River District,” long devoted to industrial uses but increasingly dominated by high-density
residential uses. To the south and southwest lies Portland’s modern central business district, with a mix of
generally larger-scale, historic and modern commercial structures, including the city’s highest skyscrapers.

The boundaries of the district were drawn to include a significant concentration of historic nineteenth-century
and early twentieth-century buildings, most of which retain a high degree of integrity. The period of
significance begins in 1857, the construction date of the oldest extant resource in the district and ends in 1929,
with the completion of the Willamette River seawall, which forced demolition of the Willamette River wharves
extending from the trade houses along the east side of Front Street. Of the 101 resources recorded in the
district, fifty-seven are classified as contributing and forty-four as noncontributing. Eighteen of the
contributing properties are individually designated as local historic landmarks. Of the noncontributing
properties, twenty sites are vacant.

HISTORIC AND PRESENT ARCHITECTURAL AND URBAN CHARACTER OF SKIDMORE/OLD
TOWN

The Skidmore/Old Town Historic District is significant for its exceptional mid-nineteenth- to early twentieth-
century commercial buildings. They present a broad range of commercial architectural styles that lend variety
to the district’s urban character, while working in concert to create a cohesive and distinct historic sense of
place. The district includes a variety of styles, the most predominant being the Victorian Italianate,
Richardsonian Romanesque and Commercial styles, but includes buildings in other styles such as Victorian
Gothic and twentieth century Century Classical, as well as transitional expressions and amalgams. But the most
noteworthy and defining elements of the district’s historic character derive from its Victorian-era masonry and
cast-iron fagade buildings, primarily in the Italianate style. The district’s cast-iron structures are the backbone
of a distinctive historic cityscape marking Portland’s first commercial core. This collection is one of the largest
and best preserved in the American West.'

' The definition and usage of the term “cast-iron building” is not uniform in architectural and historic preservation discourse. This
nomination generally uses the term in the somewhat flexible sense defined by Antoinette Lee: “primarily a commercial structure with
at least one story of cast-iron components in the fagade — in other words, a facade which is defined more by cast iron components than
by brick, stone, or timber,” “Cast Iron in American Architecture,” in H. Ward Jandhl, ed., The Technology of Historic American
Buildings: Studies of the Materials, Craft Processes, and the Mechanization of Building Construction (Washington: Foundation for
Preservation Technology, 1983), 99. See discussion in “Portland and Skidmore/Old Town cast-iron buildings in perspective” in
Section 8.”
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Street, block and lot patterns: a fine-grained grid sets the framework

In 1845, surveyor Thomas Brown platted sixteen blocks just south of today’s Skidmore/Old Town Historic
District, on land owned by Francis Pettygrove and Asa Lovejoy, forming the nucleus of the Portland townsite.
The 200-foot square blocks, squared with the northeasterly flow of the river, were divided into eight 50’ by
100’ foot lots and surrounded by 60-foot wide streets (the magnetic north-south streets, running parallel to the
river, would later be widened to 80 feet). While this rectilinear street and block pattern was consistent with
widespread nineteenth-century American planning practices, Brown’s grid was unusually fine-grained. Its
small (approximately one-acre) blocks and narrow street dimensions were the smallest of any major West Coast
city and remain amongst the smallest in the nation today. In 1849-50, new town site owner Daniel Lownsdale
had R. V. Short re-survey the city, platting over 100 new blocks, right to the northern edge of the original land
claim (the south line of today’s Ankeny Street). In 1850, John Couch platted a portion of his claim, abutting
just to the north, in the same pattern, although at an off-set, with streets running true north-south, maintaining
the grid’s orientation to the river where it bends to the west. This pronounced shift in the grid in the center of
the district created more complex street and block patterns in the otherwise regular grid that dominates
downtO\gln, and continues to provide spatial interest and unusual opportunities for views of historic building
facades.

Thus by the early 1850s, all of the land within the present historic district was platted (though not necessarily
improved) with a fine-grained grid that was perhaps more suited to a small village than an aspiring metropolis.
This was to have profound effects on the area’s urban form and character. As the blocks filled in, the small lots,
some of which were further divided into even smaller parcels with only 25-foot frontages, and fragmented
ownership resulted in continuous street walls that were articulated by small, individual fagades and storefronts
and punctuated by frequent corners and streets. Where larger, one-quarter to full-block buildings were
constructed, the block sizes limited their overall bulk and massing. Thus, over time, the historic block and lot
pattern combined with narrow streets and generally two- to four-story building heights to create streetscapes
with a strong sense of urban enclosure that were yet intimate and human-scaled. For the most part, the district
retains these characteristics today; the historic structures, lot and street patterns continue to define the area’s
physical sense of place. Although a number of historic buildings have been demolished with the resulting
vacant lots creating gaps in the urban fabric, inappropriately-scaled or otherwise incompatible development
from after the period of significance, has not overwhelmed the district’s historic character. The most salient
intrusion is the fourteen-story One Pacific Square building (#68) built in 1989, that lies only partly within the
district on its northern edge.

Over time the regularity and connectivity provided by the street grid has been altered by major public
interventions, particularly by the elevated Burnside Bridge ramps at the center of the district which run west to
Second Avenue. Although the structure is in one sense a physical disruption, it is still somewhat permeable,
with pedestrian and light rail traffic flowing freely underneath the ramps along First Avenue (although it is
closed to automobiles). The light rail MAX line links the north and south parts of the district to each other, the
rest of downtown, and the east side of the Willamette River.

2 E. Kimbark MacColl, Merchants, Money, and Power: The Portland Establishment, 1843-1913 (Portland: The Georgian Press,
1988), 8-9; 1863 City Directory, 6-7.
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Log cabins and Wood Frames: The Lost Frontier Village of the 1840s and 1850s

Portland’s settlement-era architectural history began in the 1840s with a small concentration of simple log and
wood structures bordering the bank of the Willamette River. In 1844 or 1845, Francis Pettygrove and Asa
Lovejoy erected two of the earliest buildings in the city at the foot of present day Washington Street, two blocks
south of the current historic district. Like most of Portland’s first structures, they were log-built. One was
serving as a dwelling and the other serving as a warehouse and store, the latter notable for its cedar shingle roof
(and perhaps siding), a refinement that remained uncommon in the city’s first few years.” One of the most
noted early buildings was the 1847 Greek revival home built for Capt. Nathaniel Crosby at the corner of First
and Washington. It was constructed of pre-cut lumber shipped around the Horn from Maine.* The location and
date of construction of the first structure within the historic district proper is not known with certainty, but
among the earliest were Capt. John Couch’s warehouse and wharf, constructed in 1849 near the center of the
historic district at the foot of present day Burnside Street and anchoring the northern edge of the nascent town.
As in many western towns in their infancy, 1840s Portland architecture was something of a hodgepodge. The
earliest surviving drawings and photographs of Portland’s commercial streets show generally modest wood-
frame buildings in utilitarian vernacular styles, often with faint suggestions of the Greek revival. None of
Portland’s 1840s structures, and very few from the 1850s, survive.

Brick and cast iron commercial palaces: defining the character of Skidmore/Old Town, 1850s to 1890s

By late 1850, an observer noted that Portland had not less than 150 houses, eighteen stores, six boarding houses
and two churches.” Front Street, which ran parallel to the river, served as the main commercial street and was
home to most of the early town’s more substantial buildings.® The 1850s saw the construction of the City’s first
brick buildings, including the one-story F. B. Miles & Co. building on the southwest corner of Front and Pine
(1853, demolished), the one-story Coleman Building built for $9,500 at the southeast corner of SW Front and
Oak (1853, demolished), and the Hallock and McMillen Building (1857, # 99), located at the northwest corner
of the same intersection.” Although it has been significantly altered, the Hallock and McMillen building, built
by Portland’s first architect, Absalom Hallock, is the oldest extant structure in the district and marks the
beginning of the period of significance. The Delschneider Building (# 90) was completed in 1859 on the north
side of Oak Street between Front and First Streets. This narrow, three-story (originally two-story) Italianate
structure is the third-oldest surviving building on its original site in Portland. Its relatively simple cast-iron and
wood stylings mark the beginning of a three-decade era of cast-iron construction in which the district’s
architectural character was defined, and for which it is justly famous.

By 1865, Portland’s population numbered approximately 6,000. Front Street, and to a lesser degree First Street,
were the primary commercial thoroughfares and the city could boast fifteen one-story, thirty-seven two-story,

3 MacColl, Merchants, Money, and Power, 8; Harvey Scott, History of Portland (Portland: Mason, 1890), 80-94.

* Percy Maddux, City on the Willamette (Portland: Binfords & Mort, 1952), 18; William John Hawkins, III, The Grand Era of Cast-
Iron Architecture in Portland (Portland: Binfords & Mort, 1976), 8.

> Charles H. Carey, General History of Oregon (Portland: Binfords & Mort, 1971), 655.

% Throughout the period of significance this thoroughfare was called Front Street, having been briefly known as Water Street in the
1840s. Its name was changed to Front Avenue in the mid-twentieth century. More recently, a section of Front Avenue, including the
segment running through the historic district, has been renamed Naito Parkway. Generally, this road is referred to as Front Street in
this nomination for consistency with historical sources. An exception is the list of contributing and noncontributing resources, where
Naito Parkway is used.

7 Harvey Scott, History of Portland (Portland: Mason, 1890), chap. 5.
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and seven three-story brick commercial buildings.® Portland’s successful businessmen and their architects
increasingly chose cast iron as a structural and ornamental building material, and cast-iron fronted, Italianate
style trade houses began to line Front Street. Four architects known to be active in Portland by this time
include: Absalom B. Hallock, mentioned above; Elwood M. Burton, who arrived ca. 1855; William W. Piper,
who arrived in 1863; and John Nestor, who arrived in 1864. Harley McDonald was another early architect who
did work in the district.” During the decades of the 1870s and 1880s, the former village grew into a major West
Coast city, with a central business district marked by substantial three- to four-story brick commercial
buildings, predominantly in the Italianate style, with significant use of structural and decorative cast iron. In
the 1880s at the peak of this development phase, the blocks between the Willamette River and Fourth Street
were in-filled with solid masonry and cast-iron buildings replacing many first generation wood frame
structures. Scores of blocks were architecturally unified by Renaissance-inspired arched and colonnaded cast-
iron fagades.'® First Street had emerged as a more genteel, retail- and office-oriented complement to Front
Street which remained a bustling, working-waterfront area. Historians Terence O’Donnell and Thomas Vaughn
evoked the flavor of Front Street in this era:

Coming ashore from a four-master or paddlewheeler and passing through the cavernous sheds,
one came out onto cobbled Front Street to see on its far side these buildings, managing somehow
to look both flamboyant and grave, filled with the activity of shipping offices, emporiums,
saloons and oyster houses, glimmering in the rain."!

Today, Skidmore/Old Town’s historic architectural character is defined by a mix of nineteenth-century building
types: Italianate-style commercial buildings with cast-iron fagades that date from the late 1850s through the
1880s, and the more massive brick and stone Richardsonian Romanesque structures constructed during the
following two decades. Several early twentieth century commercial style buildings add another sympathetic
layer to the mix.

More than one-quarter of the extant buildings in the district were constructed in the Italianate style, ranging in
height from one to four stories. Characteristic features include masonry bearing walls, bracketed cornices, and
use of architectural cast iron and pronounced moldings on the fagades. The brick walls were left exposed or
covered with stucco. Arched openings and segmentally arched windows on the upper stories and bracketed
cornices along the roofline were other defining features of this style. Commonly, windows pierced brick walls,
and the pier between the windows was treated as a pilaster or was stuccoed to suggest a wide column. Upper-
floor window arches were often capped with iron keystones, and iron decorations were placed at the capitals of
the pilasters or in the spandrel panels between the arches.'”> Many of these buildings were of loft-type
construction—creating flexible space usable for many retail, wholesale, warehouse and manufacturing uses.

The impressive Blagen Block, a four-story commercial palace constructed in 1888, remains from that era in
Skidmore/Old Town (# 71). It was used by Marcus Whiffen in American Architecture since 1780 to exemplify

8 Hawkins, Grand Era of Cast-lron Architecture, 32.

? Richard Ellison Ritz, Architects of Oregon: A Biographical Dictionary of Architects Deceased—19" and 20" Centuries (Portland:
Grenhills, 1991) passim; Hawkins, Grand Era of Cast-Iron Architecture, 32.

' William John Hawkins, III, “Befriending Your Cast Iron District”, Old Portland Today, April 15, 1975, 14.

"' Terence O’Donnell and Thomas Vaughn, A Historical Sketch and Guide (Portland: Oregon Historical Society 1963),
110.

"2 Hawkins, Grand Era of Cast-Iron Architecture, 20.
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the High Victorian Italianate style."> Long occupied by the W. C. Noon sail-making and canvas products
business, it represents a building type that once predominated in this section of the city. Its construction was
not only ornate but substantial, including special steam elevators to carry heavy materials from the brick
basement to the fourth floor."*

In 1882, Warren H. Williams, early Portland’s most productive architect, designed the Allen & Lewis Block on
SW Front (demolished). This building veered away from the more classical forms of the Italianate style, into a
new style known as Modern Gothic, which blended medieval and “modern” design elements in eclectic ways.
While it included typically Gothic pointed window openings and arches, unlike earlier Gothic-inspired design,
it was adorned with geometric ornamentation bolted on to an otherwise typical cast-iron structure. The Bickel
Block on SW Second and Ash (#91), constructed in 1883, experiments with Gothic motifs within the High
Victorian Italianate Style. Other more lavish buildings included the Starr Block of 1882 and the Kamm
Building of 1884, both four-story structures with observation towers that reached the same heights as church
spires. The Kamm Building was also exceptional for Portland in combining various architectural styles,
including modern Gothic, Romanesque, and general Victorian extravagance. Huge wooden figures of Atlas and
Hermes supported the balcony and cornice, respectively, in a show of architectural opulence that was
unprecedented at the time. These buildings unfortunately no longer exist.

Construction of special-purpose buildings increased beginning in the 1870s. A prominent and district
character-defining example is the New Market Theater, built by Captain A. P. Ankeny and Andrew J. Watson in
1872 (# 45). It was designed by architects Piper & Burton and cost the substantial sum of $100,000. With its
huge cast-iron columns, arches, and wealth of decorative details, it was an impressive multi-purpose building
that mixed retail commerce with entertainment and business concerns. It was considered an architectural
wonder from the moment it opened to the public. The name was derived from the public market located on the
ground floor. A 200’ arcade passed through the building, lined with twenty-eight marble stalls. On the second
floor, the great hall measured 60’ by 100°, with 35’ ceilings, a perimeter balcony, 100 gas-lit crystal chandeliers
and sconces, and 800 to 1,200 seats. It became the venue for great entertainers of the 1870s and 1880s. Today,
the structure is intact and has been rehabilitated, although the interior was altered significantly. The building
continues to rank as one of Portland’s most significant structures, both in terms of design and its place in the
city’s early cultural life.

By the early 1890s, elegant buildings lined the streets in the Skidmore/Old Town Historic District from Front
Street through Third Street. Approximately two hundred of them had cast-iron fronts or substantial iron
decorations. Many of the cast-iron patterns echoed Italian Renaissance designs, with elegant free-standing
columns topped by round arches and rusticated pilasters. The repeated pattern of free-standing columns created
a distinctive sense of architectural coherence in the commercial district. On some blocks, the pattern dominated
both sides of the street. The existing Smith Block of 1872 provides a glimpse of how the area must have
looked, with row after row of unified facades (# 96, # 78). The Smith Block is the last remaining Portland
structure to display a specific cast-iron pattern, introduced in the late 1860s, that was repeated on at least nine
other buildings along First and Front Streets, north of Pine. The pattern included 12-foot high fluted Corinthian
columns spaced seven feet nine inches apart and spanned by coffered arches decorated with flower medallions.
It also included decorative spandrel panels of heads intertwined with foliage. Use of this pattern over
approximately 1,000 linear feet of building fronts created an architectural unity in the district rarely seen in

"> Marcus Whiffen, American Architecture since 1780, A Guide to the Styles (Cambridge: MIT Press, 1969), 97.
' Heritage sign on Blagen Block, 30-34 NW First Avenue (no citation).
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American cities.”” By contrast, the Kamm Building, constructed on Pine between Front and First Streets
approximately two decades later, displayed a more exuberant and eclectic variety of ornamentation and made a
more individualistic architectural statement.

The 1889 Glisan Building (# 48) is probably the latest structure in the city that is defined by a predominant use
of architectural cast-iron. Its design elements both echoed the past and pointed to the future, marking it as a
transitional building. Small individual windows on the second floor, divided by brick piers suggesting columns,
were characteristics of an earlier period. Similarly, the use of cast iron on the lower floor was typical of many
buildings of the 1880s, with large display windows divided by smaller cast-iron columns at the two entrances.
The building’s decorations, however, were more prophetic of the 1890s than typical of the 1880s. The columns
and pediments featured intertwining scroll designs, somewhat Art Nouveau in style. This would become the
fashionable decorative trend of the 1890s. With this building, the “grand era” of cast-iron architecture came to
a close. Approximately twenty structures from the cast-iron era remain in the Skidmore/Old Town area, “from
the most remarkable period of early growth in the city.”'®

The Richardsonian Romanesque style began to replace the Italianate style beginning in the late 1880s. Seven
remaining buildings in the district are in this style. This new style turned away from the hallmarks of the cast-
iron era and introduced an aesthetic that had developed on the East Coast and was more suited to the era’s
increasingly large structures. Tall, narrow individual windows gave way to window bays between structural
columns and large banks of windows. Walls were characterized by heavy brick and stone work rather than the
more airy cast iron. Many Richardsonian Romanesque buildings had characteristically pronounced lower-story
bases faced with heavy and rusticated stonework, as in the New Market Annex (# 46) and the Haseltine
Building (# 36). The emerging Art Nouveau style, though not lending a predominant flavor to the district,
introduced stylized decorative elements to buildings, such as the Skidmore Block (#72) and the Glisan Building
(#48) that looked more organic than applied.

The period 1870-1899 represents a building boom in the Skidmore/Old Town Historic District. In terms of
structures that exist today, the greatest numbers of buildings were constructed during the 1880s. There are nine
remaining resources from the 1870s, seventeen from the 1880s, and eight from the 1890s. With the beginning
of the twentieth century, construction activity in the district began to decline. Between 1900 and the end of the
period of significance (1929), a total of twenty-two buildings remain.

Progress and decline: early 1900s to the Mid-Twentieth Century

In Portland, as in the rest of the country, architectural and engineering practices were undergoing rapid change
and innovation as the nineteenth century drew to a close. The development of cast-iron building fronts and
structural elements had paved the way for modular construction systems and the emergence of the modern steel
skyscraper. Steel replaced cast iron as the material of choice, and proved to be a far more adaptable structural
material. New forms of architectural expression also emerged, including the Commercial and Ultilitarian styles.
Simpler, more streamlined buildings were constructed in Skidmore/Old Town, with rectangular openings
replacing arched window and door openings, among other changes. The detailing and decorative elements of
these buildings were far less ornate and exuberant than their earlier counterparts. There are over a dozen of
these late nineteenth- and twentieth-century Commercial style buildings in the district.

'> Hawkins, Grand Era of Cast-Iron Architecture, 48.
'® Ibid., 20-21.
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From the earliest years, lodging establishments and small hotels dotted the district. They were built to serve
business visitors to the commercial district and also the transient housing needs of itinerant laborers and men
employed in the teeming waterfront commercial area. The earliest lodging structures were generally small and
wood-framed, many converted from single-family houses and replaced over time by more substantial masonry
buildings. Several examples of residential buildings from the turn of the century through the 1930s remain in
the district, many in the Commercial style. Typically one to four stories tall, ground floors were designed for
commercial uses, with lodging above. Of wood or wood and brick construction, these buildings often have
Italianate flourishes, such as bracketed cornices, brick detailing, and arched windows. The three-story Fritz
Hotel (# 18) built in 1913 on NW Third Avenue, is comparable in size, texture and materials with other lodging
establishments of similar date within the district. Hotels and rooming houses were designed in several period
revival styles, including substantial buildings such as the Western Rooms (# 34) in the Second Renaissance
Revival style and Erickson’s Saloon/Hotel (# 31) in the twentieth-century classical style, and smaller-scale
buildings such as the Glade Hotel (# 17) in the twentieth-century Romanesque style. Accommodations ranged
from the most basic to very comfortable, although the city’s choicest hotel accommodations tended to now
locate south of the district. In general terms, the lodging establishments constructed in the early 1900s, though
of solid and elegant design, reflected the economic and social distinctions ingrained in Skidmore/Old Town’s
waterfront history and its evolution from a prime commercial district to a more transitional area.

As waterfront activity moved downstream and development and business activity focused on other parts of the
core area, neglect set in for Portland’s earliest commercial district and its old-fashioned buildings. Portland’s
newer, taller, more modern buildings were sited “uptown,” which was considered a more fashionable and
progressive area to do business. The area had become run down and public sentiment was turning negative. As
a sign of the times, there was even an effort to move the beloved landmark Skidmore Fountain uptown, away
from urban decay. A 1928 article in the Oregonian was scathing: “People go to New York and delight to prowl
in the shabby old buildings of Greenwich Village; to New Orleans and revel in the ancient Creole district; to
Los Angeles and enjoy the quaintness of the old Plaza mission district. They come home and affect disgust
because the Skidmore Fountain is kept in a district that is old and shabby.”'” Protests from preservationists
saved the day, at least for the fountain, and it remains in its original location.

That same year—1928—demolition of cast-iron buildings began with the 1867 Bank of British Columbia, which
occupied a triangular block between SW Ankeny and Vine Street (Vine was later vacated). The magnificent
Kamm Block was razed in 1939. Many of the district’s buildings by this time were underutilized, were being
used for “dead” storage, or had converted to “flop houses.” A combination of circumstances, including periodic
flooding, the loss of shipping activities, business relocations, and bridge bypasses, had left the waterfront area
blighted and neglected. City authorities implemented several major public infrastructure plans and waterfront
projects to deal with these issues. These projects entailed demolition of dozens of cast-iron buildings along
Front Street (now known as Naito Parkway). In 1941 and 1942, entire blocks were demolished on the east side
of Front, including the 1882 Starr Block (between Pine and Oak), the 1882 Allen & Lewis Block (between
Couch and Davis), the 1888 Dodd Block (between Ankeny and Vine), the 1879 Central Block (between Front
and Ash), and the 1882 Cook’s Building (just north of Ash). These demolitions were generally regarded as a
sign of progress. While nostalgically recalling the glory days of the “Cavalcade of Front Street,” Henry Reed
yet believed sacrifices were necessary, writing in 1941:

7 Ibid., 162.
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The Front Avenue project is Portland’s greatest traffic undertaking...it will have other economic
effects of importance. It will arrest the decline of the old business district, and if property owners
show some of the spirit and enterprise of the city’s founders, will result, in time, in more
profitable use of property, and increased values.'®

In 1958 the Oregon Journal wrote optimistically about the changes wrought by the Front Avenue project,
which would “promote industrial recovery...[and] rehabilitate a large section of downtown Portland.”"’ Sadly,
the anticipated changes failed to materialize as envisioned, and empty blocks throughout the district remained
as parking lots. Just three years after its earlier article, the Oregon Journal said, “The parking lot expands its
boundaries, they [historic buildings] stand out more defiantly than ever—not as simple-minded leftovers of the
Gay Nineties, but as avenging angels. Glass and enlightened mass may have taken their toll, but those that
remain remind us of something perhaps missing from the city’s perfect new architecture.”*’

The Era of Preservation: Mid-Twentieth Century to the Present

Fortunately, the “avenging angels” described by the Oregon Journal continue to stand watch in the
Skidmore/Old Town Historic District; depending on definition of terms, approximately twenty cast-iron
buildings remain standing, according to architectural historian William Hawkins. Beginning tentatively in the
1960s and continuing with fits and starts to the present, preservationists, civic leaders, property owners and
citizens have worked to improve our understanding of Old Town’s history and architecture, implement
preservation policies, and undertake renovation and rehabilitation projects. Since the designation of the historic
district in 1975, investments by property owners, including the pioneering efforts of Bill Naito, who rescued
many historic structures in the district and throughout the greater downtown, have generally maintained or
improved the condition and integrity of the district’s contributing structures.

Another preservation activity of importance was salvage of architectural artifacts from demolished structures.
During the 1950s and 1960s, Portland preservationist Eric Ladd had the foresight to acquire cast-iron facades,
columns and other decorative work from a number of buildings in and near the district.”' In the 1970s, with the
formation of the advocacy group Portland Friends of Cast-Iron Architecture and the publication of William
Hawkins’ The Grand Era of Cast Iron Architecture in Portland, public awareness of the city’s cast-iron
architecture increased, and many salvaged cast-iron artifacts were acquired from Eric Ladd and reused in the
district. For example, in 1984, columns from the New Market North Wing (demolished in 1956) were
reinstalled in their original positions adjacent to the New Market Theater (#45), partially reconstituting the
street edge-defining colonnade (some portions are reproductions molded from original pieces). Other artifacts
were mounted on the exterior of the Fire Station (# 76) and incorporated into Ankeny Park and the arcade at the
foot of Ankeny Street. Ladd’s collection was subsequently purchased by the Portland Development
Commission (PDC) for potential future use in public improvement and development projects in Old Town.

Building Alterations

According to city records, most of the recorded exterior changes in the Skidmore/Old Town Historic District
were modifications/additions/removal of entrances and windows, “storefront” alterations, signage changes and

' Henry E. Reed, Cavalcade of Front Street (Portland: Wakefield-Fries & Woodward, 1941).
' Hawkins, Grand Era of Cast-Iron Architecture, 163.

2% Oregon Journal, August, 21, 1961: 11.

! See William Hawkins, Eric Ladd, Cast-Iron Collection Evaluation [n.d., ca. Sept 2007].
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various surface alterations (such as covering over cast ironwork).”> However, based on an examination of early
photographs and field assessments, it is evident that many alterations were not recorded and some were more
pervasive than the records indicate. Most major alterations, from the covering or removal of architectural
decoration to partial or total demolition, took place in the mid-twentieth century. Beginning in the 1960s major
rehabilitations, renovations, and seismic upgrades started occurring, with a noticeable spurt in such activity in
the early and mid-1980s. More detailed descriptions of alterations are provided in the descriptions of individual
properties below.

Streetscape Elements and the Public Realm

The design and material characteristics of Skidmore/Old Town’s streetscape elements, including its paving
materials, street lighting, signage and rain protections, gave pattern and texture to the early district and have
continued to evolve over time. A basic description of these aspects of the public realm is import for
understanding the historic and present physical contexts of the district.”

The first streets in the district as in other parts of the city, were dirt, possibly with some gravel in the early
years. An early street surface was “Nicholson Paving,” blocks of end-grain wood. This was unsatisfactory
because the material tended to float away during floods. Cobblestone paving was introduced in the 1870s and
was often called “Belgian Block.” Contrary to popular myth, most of these paving stones came from basalt
quarries in St. Helens and elsewhere in the region rather than arriving as ballast in foreign ships. The full width
of Front, First and Second Streets were paved with cobblestones for their full length within the district, as were
portions of Oak, Pine, Couch, and Davis. Third Avenue had cobblestones in the center streetcar track bed.
East/west streets not cobbled were “macadamized” (rolled aggregate and oil). In subsequent years, the streets
were paved over with asphalt; in some cases cobblestones were removed and replaced with asphalt or concrete.
Cobblestone paving remains beneath many asphalt-covered streets in and near the district. The cobblestones
are salvaged and stored by the City when they are uncovered during street work and they are occasionally
reused in public projects, as in the right-of-way improvements associated with the light rail line along First
Avenue and in Ankeny Park.

The earliest sidewalks in the area were made of wood. Granite or basalt curbs were usually installed when
cobblestone paving was introduced. Most wood walks continued through the turn of the nineteenth century,
when they were replaced with concrete. 1903 was the earliest date found on concrete sidewalks existing in
1976. Many original concrete sidewalks appear intact with notable exceptions at intersections where
handicapped ramps have been installed. Some granite and basalt curbs and iron horse rings remain. Until
1962, when Skidmore Fountain Plaza was developed, there were no special pedestrian areas in the district.
There is little evidence of landscaping in the district during the nineteenth and early twentieth century, other
than potted trees, balcony planters, and residential yards. Street trees are a recent phenomenon, beginning with
building improvements in the early 1960s.

The first street lights were oil lamps on wood poles. Gas lights were first installed in 1859. The gas fixtures,
made in New York, were of a design common in many cities — four-sided clear glass lamps on ornamental cast-
iron standards. It is believed these were installed throughout most of the district, at least in the area south of

*2 City of Portland, Bureau of Development Services, building permit records and land use review case files.

 Information in this subsection was drawn in part from Skidmore Old Town Historic District Development Program,
Implementation Schedule, Development Standards, a document prepared in 1976 for the Portland Development Commission by
Allen-McMath-Hawkins-Architects and Wallace K. Huntington, Landscape Architect.
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Burnside, and it is possible that Portland foundries made the poles. Gas lights were added to telephone poles
after their introduction in the late 1870s and early 1880s. By 1885, electric street lights began replacing gas
lights. The earliest ones were of the carbon arc type and were suspended from telephone poles at intersections
and set on standards at mid-block. Through the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries a variety of lights
were used as technology advanced and styles changed. Also, many businesses installed specially designed
street lights in front of their own properties, a practice that has continued to the present.

The first effort toward establishing a standard downtown lighting system began around 1914. The fixture
consisted of an ornamental cast-iron standard, with three glass balls arranged around the standard and a fourth
ball on top. This “4-Ball” fixture was used throughout the downtown area. It is not known to what extent these
fixtures appeared in the district, although it is likely they were on Third Avenue and possibly on other streets; a
few are in place in front of the Blagen Block on NW First. The present “Downtown Ornamental” fixture began
replacing the “4-Ball” fixture in 1925. Except on Burnside, they were never used in the district.

During the nineteenth century many buildings provided some form of rain protection to adjacent sidewalk areas.
There were generally three basic types: awnings; wood or metal canopies supported by brackets and posts; and
second-level wood porches supported by iron or wood posts at the curb line. Most historic examples have been
lost, but may buildings continue to provide rain cover in the form of awnings and canopies of more recent
construction. The awnings currently on the restored Freimann Kitchen Building (#89) and Freimann Restaurant
Building (#84) replicate its original awnings, based on a historical image. Many buildings also had wrought-
iron balconies attached at the window openings of their fagades, most of which have since been removed.

Nineteenth century buildings were often identified by name and date with carved or cast lettering and numerals
usually located in a central architectural feature at the top story. Advertising signs were predominantly painted
signs directly on the building, or on wood or metal panels. Signage was also commonly applied as gold-leaf
paint on storefront windows. In Portland’s earliest years, street names were attached to the curbs of wooden
sidewalks. Occasionally, they were painted or inscribed on buildings, as can be seen on the New Market Annex
(#46) and the Haseltine Building (#36). Street names were attached to telephone poles after they were
introduced in the late 1870s. Illuminated signs were seen soon after electricity came to the city in the 1880s.
Neon signs were developed in 1926 and became a popular form of identification and advertisement. Signs
became larger and were mounted on roofs or building walls and were visible for miles. Few of the larger signs
remain today, a result of both changing styles and local regulations, although a number of faded and decaying,
early twentieth-century painted advertisements are still visible on various buildings. The White Stag neon and
bulb-lit sign facing NW Front (Naito Parkway) was erected in 1940 (# 93). Originally it was configured to
advertise White Satin Sugar, before being converted in 1957 for the White Stag Company. In 1997 the sign was
modified to advertise the Made in Oregon Company. The sign is both a visual icon and a designated local
Historic Landmark.

Summary of Major Alterations to the Streetscape and Public Realm

In the contemporary era, there have been a number of significant changes to the streetscape, public spaces and
the urban fabric in general. In 1960, Vine Street, the most northerly in the original townsite, was vacated. The
present Skidmore Fountain Plaza and Ankeny Park were dedicated in 1962 in the Vine Street right-of-way and
on the adjacent triangular block to the north, where the Bank of British Columbia once stood. Close to Ankeny
Park, the seasonal Saturday Market opened in 1974 with a grant from the Metropolitan Arts Commission. It
quickly became a local fixture, spreading out in right-of-ways and vacant lots south of W. Burnside. After the
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market opened, the condition of Ankeny Park began to deteriorate, mainly due to increased use and foot traffic.
In the early 1980s, a National Park Service grant funded redevelopment of the park to provide a suitable space
for cultural programs and exhibits. Turf was replaced with pavers, new lighting was installed, and the area was
marked with salvaged cast-iron columns and arches.”* In 2007, plans for new paving were approved for
Ankeny Plaza as part of an effort to refurbish the popular public space in the center of the district.

In 1974, the decision to remove Harbor Drive and replace it with Tom McCall Waterfront Park was an
important step in promoting the urban renaissance that the city has since experienced. The properties adjacent
to the park now have views of and access to the Willamette River. Public amenities in Tom McCall Waterfront
Park include trees, grassy areas that are used for seasonal festivals, and two memorial parks. A well traveled
pedestrian and bicycle path alongside the river provides access through the eastern edge of the district. The
MAX light rail line began service in 1986 from downtown Portland across the Willamette River to points east,
winding through the historic district along SW First Avenue. Other changes wrought by a new focus on
downtown revitalization in the 1970s and 1980s included: limitations on the creation of new parking; policies to
maintain the historic street grid and blocks; and design regulations to promote active street-level storefronts.
Both private and public funds were dedicated to rehabilitation projects. In 2007, as part of Waterfront Park
improvements recommended through an extensive public process, changes were approved for the light rail
(MAX) station under the Burnside Bridge on 1st Avenue. The changes included adding a new retail area to the
west and a glass screening wall to the east of 1st Avenue in this heavily traveled area.

The Skidmore/Old Town Historic District also incorporates a newer memorial park on Waterfront Park. The
Japanese-American Historical Plaza, dedicated in 1990, pays tribute to Japanese-American immigrants and their
sacrifices during World War II. Sited a few short blocks away from what was once pre-war Japantown, it is
defined by trees and a curving wall of large inscribed memorial stones along the Willamette River esplanade.
Another war memorial is located further south along the waterfront, at the southern edge of the district. It is the
Battleship Oregon Memorial Marine Park, a small (7,000” square foot) park that was formally dedicated in 1976
as part of the Bicentennial. The focus of the park is the mast from the battleship, which was given to the City of
Portland in 1943. In the future, this site may be moved closer to the waterfront to enhance the maritime theme
of the park.”” In 2007, several alterations and public improvements were projected for construction in three
phases in the Waterfront Park area, as follows: in the first phase, adding an event platform and shelter; a
circular plaza with a water feature; a seawall overlook; and improvements to Ankeny Pump Station, including
ornamental fencing. In the second phase, constructing a restroom; and in the final phase, extending the dock
pier and constructing a floating dock into the Willamette River.

LIST OF CONTRIBUTING RESOURCES

Evaluations of individual historic district resources prepared for the original 1975 National Register and 1977
National Historic Landmark nominations were made under documentation and evaluation standards that have
since been refined by the National Park Service (NPS). The nominations and supporting material used
terminology that is not fully comparable with current “contributing” and “noncontributing” determination
requirements.”® Subsequent to 1977, the early rankings were “translated” into contributing or noncontributing

2% Zari Santer, Portland Bureau of Parks, memorandum to Elisabeth Potter, Oregon SHPO files, October 20, 1983.

3 City of Portland, Bureau of Parks, Waterfront Park Assessment of Conditions and Issues, April 2001.

*% The resources were generally assigned one of the following rankings: Historic-Primary (occasionally “Primary Landmark”),
Historic-Secondary, Compatible, Non-Compatible, Vacant or Parking. See 1975 and 1977 nomination forms and maps and “Portland
Skidmore/Old Town Historic District Property Ownerships,” May 1977.
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classifications, although this process is not well documented and appears, in some cases, to be inconsistent with
the 1975/1977 evaluations. The classifications in this updated nomination form are based on a new inventory of
the district’s resources, additional research, and application of current National Register and National Historic
Landmark evaluation standards.

The fifty-seven properties listed below are classified as contributing in the Skidmore/Old Town Historic
District. In two instances, properties were reclassified (from their most recent previous classifications—which
were not always consistent with 1975/1977 evaluations) as contributing, due to appropriate improvements,
restoration, or rehabilitation, since 1977. In four instances, properties were reclassified as contributing to
reflect new research on the properties and to bring the classifications up to current standards for documentation
and evaluation. These six properties clearly contribute to the sense of place, architectural character, and
significance of the Skidmore/Old Town Historic District.

The resources are grouped into three sections: Northwest; West (Burnside Street); and Southwest, and are listed
by street (numbered streets preceding named streets) in ascending order of street number. Preferred historic
names are shown first in bold type, followed by common and other names in parentheses. In cases where
historic names cannot be determined with certainty, the current common name is first shown in bold italics.
Map M1 accompanying this document identifies properties by inventory numbers, which are listed at the end of
the property descriptions below (for example, # 42). A table of all district resources organized by inventory
number is also appended to facilitate locating individual structures. The 1975 nomination identified a group of
“primary landmarks” that were especially important in the district. These properties are highlighted and are
generally described in greater detail.

Northwest
e NW First Avenue

Skidmore Block (White Stag Block) (# 72): 10-32 NW First Avenue (Current street address is 5 NW Front
Ave., shared with the Bickel Block (#91) and the White Stag Building (#92), due to a 2008 lot consolidation.
The three buildings are now collectively referred to by the common name White Stag Block) (1889). Italianate,
Sullivanesque. Architect unknown.

The Skidmore Block was constructed as a warehouse for Charles Sitton, business partner to Stephen Skidmore,
who had bequeathed the land on which the structure sits to Sitton. It represents a transitional style between the
district’s typical Victorian cast-iron architecture and the new styles of the 1890s. This four-story commercial
building is brick with stucco covering the upper three floors. At the street level, there is a colonnade of
rusticated stone columns and cast-iron intermediate columns at the street level. The use of cast iron on the
lower floor was typical of many buildings of the 1880s. Four bays on the front facade are embellished with tall
pilasters with Art Nouveau detailing on the capitals. Details could be described as Sullivanesque, although the
vertical composition is broken by strong horizontal spandrels. The tall, narrow individual windows are
rectangular at the second story, and arched on the upper stories. Major alterations on the south facade occurred
in 1926, when the rounded stone arch over the corner on Burnside Street was removed as part of street widening
for construction of the Burnside Bridge. The interior was remodeled extensively in the 1970s and 1980s.
Beginning in 2006, the Skidmore Block and two immediately adjacent buildings, the White Stag Building and
the Bickel Block, were extensively renovated and remodeled for new uses as the University of Oregon’s
Portland center and as office space. On the Skidmore Block, the roof and parapet caps were replaced and a
sheet metal cornice was added, similar to one that was previously removed. Skylights were added. On the
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south and west facades, windows were replaced with aluminum-clad wood ones. This building was listed as a
“primary landmark” in the 1975 National Register nomination.

Norton House (# 55): 29-87 NW First Avenue (1875). Italianate. Architect unknown.

This two-story brick building with stucco facing was designed as a hotel. It was also used as a warehouse,
restaurant, rooming house, and retail space. In 1877, The West Shore magazine described the Norton House as
“possessing all the modern improvements and located near the railroad and steam boat landings, with street cars
passing the house every five minutes...””’ Design elements include Italianate segmental lintels and keystones
above the windows. The third floor on this building was destroyed by fire. Alterations also have included
storefront modifications and extensive changes to the rear facade. The original shed roof at the sidewalk was
replaced with a metal shed roof of simpler design.

Blagen Block (# 71): 30 NW First Avenue (1888). High Victorian Italianate. Warren H. Williams, architect.
Neils J. Blagen, contractor.

This building was constructed for office, manufacturing and warehouse use, and housed for many years the W.
C. Noon Bag Co., one of the largest makers of bags, tents, awnings, and sails on the West Coast. The one-
hundred foot front of the Blagen Block is one of the last remaining examples of the rhythmic rows of columns
and arches that once united many block fronts in early Portland, and it is the largest cast-iron commercial
building still standing on the West Coast, according to William Hawkins.*® This four-story building (with full
basement) exemplifies the Italianate style. The upper three stories are of brick surfaced with stucco with cast-
iron and wood ornament bolted to the walls. The principal cast-iron elements in the Blagen Block are the
ground floor colonnade and pilasters at the center and sides of the building. The grouping of arches across the
fagade, two per structural bay, is an unusual feature. There are acanthus leaf decorations, along with stars,
stripes, arrows, laurel leaves, and lion heads above the capitals. Female heads of cast iron embellish the fourth
floor and pediments below the bracketed roof cornice. The fagade generally features long rows of individual
window openings, with different styles of arches on each floor, topped by a bracketed cornice, parapet and two
projecting pediments identifying the two halves of the building. Under the pediments are the building’s name
and date. Alterations include removal of the original storefronts on First Avenue, characterized by tall paired
doors between the columns. Following a fire in 1980, the missing cast-iron pilasters on Couch Street were
replaced with fiberglass pilasters, and the storefront was restored to its original appearance. Individually listed
as a local Historic Landmark in 1970, this building was listed as a “primary landmark™ in the 1975 National
Register nomination.

Fleischner Building (Norcrest China Co.) (# 54): 115 NW First Avenue (1906). Twentieth-century
Romanesque. Edgar Lazarus, architect.

This five-story, red brick structure was designed for retail use. Defining features include inset brickwork
around the windows on the fifth floor, where two arched windows are set within a larger arched area. Windows
and doorways on the ground floor have segmental brick arches. The roofline projects upward to a central
pediment shape and is accentuated by a cast-iron cornice with brackets. Alterations include renovations and
signage in the mid-1980s.

e NW Second Avenue

Burnside Hotel (Shoreline Hotel) (# 43): 2-12 NW Second Avenue (ca. 1901, 1926). Twentieth-century

*7 Inscription on historic plaque at Norton House.
¥ Hawkins, Grand Era of Cast-Iron Architecture, 152.
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The history of this three-story utilitarian brick commercial building is somewhat obscure. The three-story
Burnside Hotel was built on the site circa 1901. At the time of the widening of West Burnside in 1925-26,
portions of the structure were demolished and the hotel was rebuilt. Permit records indicate that much of the
original structure was reused, however a new front was created and the southwest corner of the building was
clipped, probably to accommodate a streetcar turn at the intersection of Burnside and Second. The building
housed the Burnside Hotel (also variously known as the Burnside Lodging House and Burnside Rooming
House) until 1928 when it became the S. P. Hotel under Japanese-American ownership. The plain fagade of the
red brick is adorned by two belt courses, one above the storefront level and one above the third story. There is
a row of decorative brick detail at the cornice. The single windows are slightly recessed, six-over-one wood
sash. The storefront level has large windows with transoms, awnings, and a corner entrance. Later changes
made to this building include storefront remodels and installation of a fire escape. The classification of this
building has been changed from noncontributing to contributing. Its character-defining features are still intact,
and changes at the storefront level are considered to be reversible. The building contributes to the sense of
place and architectural character of the district.

Erickson’s Saloon (Pomona Hotel) (# 31). 5-23 NW Second Avenue (1912). Twentieth- century classical.
Aaron H. Gould, architect.

This building, designed as a saloon and hotel, is a through-block building with one portion fronting Second Ave
(5 NW Second) and one fronting Third Ave (4-10 NW Third). It is a three-story red brick structure with a
metal cornice, consoles, and a balustrade with a grille. Decorations include brickwork at the window sills, a
cast-stone belt cornice above the storefronts, and cast-iron columns at the first floor. The interior of this
building boasted a 684-foot bar. Card rooms and “cribs” (bedrooms approximately 8” x 10”) were on the upper
floor. The building was partially rehabilitated in the mid-1980s.

Phillips Hotel (Captain Couch Square, Couch Block Building) (# 41): 14-32 NW Second Avenue (1904,
1913). Commercial. Architect unknown.

This two-story brick building has single and paired segmental-arched windows on the upper floor. Ornamental
brick work decorates the cornice. Alterations include modifications to the storefronts.

Skidmore Development Co. (# 42): 32 WI/ NW Second Avenue (1913). Commercial. Architect unknown.
This two-story brick building has tripartite windows on the second floor. Ornamental brickwork decorates the
cornice. Alterations include utilitarian changes to the storefront, which do not compromise the historic
appearance of the building. The classification of this building has been changed from noncontributing to
contributing. Its character-defining features are still intact, and changes at the storefront level are considered to
be reversible. The building contributes to the sense of place and architectural character of the district.

Couch Street Building (Jazz de Opus Building) (# 30): 27-33 NW Second Avenue (1912). Commercial.
This is a two-story brick building with rectangular windows on the upper floor. Decorative elements include a
dentillated cornice, and a belt course divides the two floors. Alterations include removal of the original
storefront windows and doors in 1972. New doors and windows have been installed in a style that is not
compatible with the building.

Merchant Hotel (# 12, 28): 121-139 NW Second Avenue, 222 NW Davis Street (1880, 1884). High Victorian
Italianate. Warren H. Williams, architect (attributed).
The Merchant Hotel (sometimes referred to as the Merchant’s Hotel) is the largest High Victorian Italianate
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example remaining in the district. It was constructed for hotel, retail, and office use. It also served as the hub
of Portland’s Japanese community following World War I.*’ The building is of brick construction with a stucco
finish and cast iron and wood trim. It was constructed in two parts: the Third Avenue section is four stories and
was completed in 1880 and the three-story Second Avenue (at NW Davis) section was completed in 1884.
Although it is not known with certainty whether Williams was the architect, the cast-iron pilaster columns
feature a design that was used extensively by Williams. Over sixteen feet tall and eighteen inches wide, the
columns are embellished by female heads bolted on at the level of the storefront door. Storefront windows are
supported by smaller intermediate iron columns, and major upper-floor doorways are emphasized by iron-
arched openings. Other decorations include label moldings, keystones, and a cornice above the storefronts.

The Willamette Iron Works produced the iron, and its mark appears on several of the pilaster columns and
arches. Alterations include removal of the opening facing NW Third and other street-level alterations. The
original sheet metal cornice was removed at an unknown date, possibly in the early 1960s when the building
was first renovated (fire marshals required the removal of numerous cornices on older buildings throughout the
downtown in the 1960s and 1970s). The Second and Third Avenue fagades were renovated in the early 2000s,
and a seismic upgrade was completed in 2004. Because this building was constructed in two parts it has two
addresses and two identification numbers. However, it is considered one resource. This building was listed as
a “primary landmark” in the 1975 National Register nomination and individually listed as a local historic
landmark in 1970.

e NW Third Avenue

Fritz Hotel (Erickson Hotel; Fritz Hotel Annex) (# 18): 4-10 NW Third Avenue (1913). Twentieth-century
classical. Aaron H. Gould, architect.

This is a through-block building, with one portion fronting Second Ave. This three-story masonry building was
designed as an annex to Erickson’s Saloon at 5 NW Second. This building was renovated in 1981. The ground
floor was adapted for office use. The ground floor of the west fagade was remodeled in 1991 with compatible
new storefronts.

Meriweather Hotel (Mission Hotel and Chapel) (# 8): 11-17 NW Third Avenue (1927). Twentieth-century
commercial. Drake, Wyman & Voss, architects.

This three-story building is faced with red brick and decorated with patterned brickwork at the cornice level.
Below the roofline there is a neon sign reading “Union Gospel Mission.” Symmetrical rows of windows at the
second and third stories have an arched center window, flanked by rectangular openings. At the storefront
level, one arched doorway and two rectangular doorways have simple brick surrounds. No significant
alterations were identified, although changes have been made to the lower-level fenestration. This building is
located in both Skidmore/Old Town and New Chinatown/Japantown Historic Districts and is also classified as
contributing in the New Chinatown/Japantown Historic District.

Glade Hotel (# 17): 14-18 NW Third Avenue (1900). Twentieth-century Romanesque. Architect unknown.
This narrow, three-story red brick building is embellished with ornamental brickwork, including an intricate
corbelled cornice, quoins, and parapet. Windows at the third story are rectangular, while at the second story
paired arched windows are set within a central arch. Alterations include removal of the first floor cornice and
other changes at the storefront level.

» City of Portland, Historic Resource Inventory, 1984; City of Portland, Landmark designation file for Merchants Hotel, 120-136
NW Third Avenue.
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Mae Nam Thai Restaurant (# 7): 21-35 NW Third Avenue (1918). Stripped classical. Charles Ertz, architect.
No historic name is apparent for this building. However, prior to the 1942 Japanese-American relocation, the
building was known at times as the Machara Hotel and the Matsuma cleaners.”® This one-story brick building
is divided into four bays, with ribbon windows and a flush fagade. Decorative brickwork in a Modern design
accentuates the flat roofline. This property is located in both Skidmore/Old Town and New
Chinatown/Japantown Historic Districts.

S. Ban Company Building (Old Town Café; Aldo Rossi Building) (# 14): 26-32 NW Third Avenue (ca.
1894). Richardsonian Romanesque. Architect unknown.

This is a three-story, red brick building with arches and inset windows on the upper two floors. There is brick
ornamentation at the roofline. It housed the offices and general store of Shinsaburo Ban, a prominent member
of Portland’s Japanese-American community and successful businessman and labor-contractor. The upper
stories housed a hotel. Alterations include modifications to the storefront level.

Sinnott House (Florence McDonnell Building, Simon Building). 105 NW Third Avenue (1883). High
Victorian Italianate. Architect unknown.

The Sinnott House is a three-story brick building with cast-iron elements. It was a common building type and
style in its era. Pilasters with cast-iron capitals are of particular interest. Other details include molded wooden
and cast-iron ornament. The facade generally features rows of individual window openings, with different
styles of arches on each floor, topped by a parapet, bracketed cornice, and two overhanging pediments. It is
possible that the cast iron was supplied by the City Foundry, since it is similar to what they produced for other
buildings. Significant alterations include masonry infill on the Couch Street storefronts and replacement of the
original metal cornice with a wood cornice. Portions of storefronts on Third Street have been glazed.
Individually listed as a local historic landmark in 1970, this building was listed as a “primary landmark™ in the
1975 National Register nomination. Note: this building is sometimes referred to as the “Simon Building” since
it was owned and perhaps built by Portland Mayor and U.S. Senator Joseph Simon, but is not to be confused
with the adjacent Simon Building fagade (#5), listed next (# 6).

Simon Building Facade (# 5): 105 WI/NW Third Avenue (1892). Richardsonian Romanesque. Pickles &
Sutton, architect.

The building was destroyed by fire and the facade is the only remaining part of the building that once occupied
this property. Preservation of the fagade earned an AIA award. This property is located in both Skidmore/Old
Town and New Chinatown/Japantown Historic Districts.

Portland Mariners’ Home (New Wah Mei) (# 3): 203-209 NW Third Avenue (1882). Italianate. Justus
Krumbein, architect.

This building was constructed by the Portland Seamen’s Friend Society to serve as a “Mariners’ Home,” a
lodging house for itinerant sailors. It housed the Portland Hospital for a time circa 1890 and later served as a
lodging house/hotel on its upper floors with various retail uses in the storefronts below. Several Japanese-
Americans operated businesses in the building from around the turn of the century until 1941. It is a four-story
brick building with a stucco finish. The storefronts feature cast-iron bulkheads and columns. Cast-iron corner
pilasters rise to the second floor, continuing in stucco on the upper floors. Simple Italianate ornamentation
defines the arched upper-story windows. Projecting brick stringcourses articulate each story. Alteration
records are incomplete. In 1952, the cornice and balconies on the Davis St. and Third Ave. fagades were

3% Notation on a hand-drawn map featured in Arthur Kazuo, Issei: A History of Japanese Immigration in the Northwest, 1973
(reproduced in Burnside: A Community, by Kathleen Ryan, 25).
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removed. In 1963, the brick parapet was repaired. In 2003, storefront changes improved the appearance of the
facade on NW Third and re-used existing cast-iron columns in the facade. This property is located in both the
Skidmore/Old Town and New Chinatown/Japantown Historic Districts.

Portland Seamen’s Bethel (Hip Sing Association) (# 2). 211-215 NW Third Avenue (ca. 1889 — 1900).
Italianate. Justus Krumbein (attributed).

The early history of the building is somewhat obscure. Previous to construction of the existing two-story
structure, a narrow, single-story wooden building occupied the northern half of the site, housing the Seamen’s
Friend Society’s “Seamen’s Bethel,” a kind of religious and social service center for sailors, that included a
chapel, free reading room and kitchen. That building was the former Gem Saloon moved by the Society from
the northwest corner of First and Stark in 1879. It had been constructed as early as 1857, the date the Gem
Saloon began operations and the Oregonian referred to it as the “old time Gem Saloon transformed by the
Portland Seamen’s Friend Society,” soon after its relocation. By 1892, the Bethel operation was located in an
apparently new wooden building just to the west, on the site now occupied by Chinese Consolidated Benevolent
Society building (#1). Spaces in the former Gem Saloon/first Bethel structure (still owned by the Society) were
being rented for use as a store, a druggist and a barber, the building having been altered by single-story addition
that filled the gap between it and the Mariners’ Home (#3) on the Third Street fagade, and the demolition of the
rear third of the structure. By 1902, a two-story building with the same envelope as the existing structure
occupied the site. It is unclear if the previous wooden building had been further altered with the addition of a
second floor or if an entirely new building was constructed. It shares the same stylistic features as the adjacent
Mariners’ Home. Ground-floor cast-iron pilasters continue above the first belt course in a simulated stone
pattern to the cornice and terminate at the parapet above. The second floor fagade is stucco over brick. Arched
windows at the second floor have label moldings. Alterations include storefront remodels in the 1940s and in
1985. In 1947 an iron balcony was constructed. This property is located in both Skidmore/Old Town and New
Chinatown/Japantown Historic Districts.”'

Foster Hotel (Lyndon Musolf Manor, Foster Apartments) (# 11). 216 NW Third Avenue (1911).
Commercial. Architect unknown.

The Foster Hotel is a three-story building with beige-colored brick on the upper floors and wood-framed
storefronts on the lower level. The upper floors have paired double-hung windows with exposed concrete sills.
Ornamentation includes overlapping bands of raised brick detailing at the corners and pediment, and the
cornice has a decorative exposed concrete band. Built as a residential hotel, the building originally contained
180 rooms with no private bathrooms. The building housed the offices of the Marine Workers Industrial Union
in the 1930s. It also housed Japanese workers and a Judo parlor. Alterations since approximately 1930 are
related to the addition of fire escapes, increased accessibility, fire damage, and changes of use. The structure
was rehabilitated in 1974. There was some incompatible remodeling at the storefront level. Alterations in 2006
introduced historically compatible improvements at the storefront level, including a new storefront system with
aluminum doors and transom windows. Recessed entryways and storefront alcoves were added along the west,
south, and east facades. More retail space was incorporated along NW 2nd Ave. At the second and third floors,
windows were replaced. A penthouse, new canopies, lighting and signage were also incorporated.

3! Portland Seamen’s Friend Society Records, 1877-1915, Mss 292, Oregon Historical Society; Seamen’s Abuses: Pamphlets,
Scrap-Books and Letters [Portland Seamen’s Friend Society correspondence], Multnomah County Library, Wilson Rare Book Room,
Multnomah, Oregon; “Portland Seamen’s Bethel,” Daily Oregonian, September 13, 1880; Sanborn Maps, 1879, 1889, 1892, 1901,
1908/24. The University of Oregon Library possesses the Portland Seamen’s Friend Society’s account book for the years 1877 to
1899 (MS No. B93).
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e NW Couch Street

Rich Hotel (Rich Block) (# 29): 205 NW Couch Street (1914). Commercial. Architect unknown.

This two-story brick building was constructed on a quarter block as a residential hotel. Brickwork details
include a decorated cornice and square arches above the second-story windows. There are numerous storefronts
with transom windows. Alterations include storefront modifications.

e NW Davis Street

Globe Hotel (Import Plaza) (# 70): 88 NW Davis Street (1911). Commercial. E. B. McNaughton, architect
(attributed).

This four-story brick building occupies a quarter of a block and is organized into five bays, with piers defining
openings at the lower level. The upper three floors are divided by belt courses and have rectangular, tripartite
windows. Other brickwork details include a corbelled cornice. In 1962, the Globe Hotel was converted to
Import Plaza. Before its renovation, the Globe sheltered 400 men in cubicles divided by thin wooden walls.**
In 1963, the storefront level was altered.

Chinese Consolidated Benevolent Association Building (# 1): 315-317 NW Davis Street (1911). Twentieth-
century commercial. D. L. Williams, architect.

This four-story yellow brick building was constructed as a community center and school by the Chinese
Consolidated Benevolent Association. The main entrance is through wrought-iron gates. The third and fourth
floors have balconies with wrought iron balustrades and trim. A metal parapet with a quarter-round element in
the center rises above a plain cornice. This property is located in both Skidmore/Old Town and New
Chinatown/Japantown Historic Districts.

Merchant Hotel (# 12, 28): 222 NW Davis Street (1880, 1884). High Victorian Italianate. Warren H.
Williams, architect (attributed).

This building was constructed in two parts and has two addresses and two property identification numbers,
however, it is considered one resource. The other address is 121-139 NW Second Avenue. See description
under NW Second Avenue for more information. This building was listed as a “primary landmark™ in the 1975
National Register nomination.

e NW Naito Parkway (Front Avenue)

Bickel Block (White Stag Block) (# 91): 25-33 NW Naito Parkway. (Current street address is 5 NW Front
Ave., shared with the Skidmore Block (#72) and the White Stag Building (#92), due to a 2008 lot consolidation.
The three buildings are now collectively referred to by the common name White Stag Block) (1883). High
Victorian Italianate. Justus Krumbein, architect.

This four-story brick building was built by successful pioneer confectioner and developer Frederick Bickel and
was used for many years as a factory and warehouse by the Parke and Lacey Machinery Company. The upper
three floors are covered with stucco, and the lower level is substantially altered. The historic part of the
building is highly decorated with Venetian-Gothic motifs, including arches and moldings, trefoil and quatrefoil
ornamentation, and other leafy decorative elements around narrow arched windows. Pilasters rise two stories to
a bracketed minor cornice below the third floor. Decorations above the upper windows continue the Gothic

32 Ryan, Burnside: A Community, 31.
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motif. The iron work was made by Architectural Iron Works of San Francisco, the western branch of Daniel
Badger’s early architectural iron foundry in New York. Several pilasters are exposed at the structural wall
divisions and at the corner. Alterations, neglect and fire damaged many of this building’s character defining
features in the mid-twentieth century. In 1951, the cornice was removed and the parapet walls were lowered to
two feet above the roof. In 1958, “wonderstone” was installed at the storefront level and cast-iron columns
were concealed behind the wonderstone. In 1972, a fire damaged original wooden storefront elements and
interior woodwork and ceiling joists. Beginning in 2006, the Bickel Block and two immediately adjacent
buildings, the Skidmore Building and the White Stag Building, were extensively renovated and remodeled for
new uses as the University of Oregon’s Portland center and as office space. The roof and parapet caps were
replaced and skylights added. At the east fagade, the non-historic brick fagade was removed to reveal the cast
iron work on the ground floor. A new cornice was added at the termination of the cast iron work, replicating
one that previously existed. Existing entry doors were used as models to recreate a series of doors that once
fronted on this fagade. At the north fagade, a new entry alcove was placed in the existing opening. Windows
were inserted into the four “blind” window articulations, and three new openings were created at the upper
levels, continuing the first floor window pattern. This building was listed as a “primary landmark” in the 1975
National Register nomination.

White Stag Building (# 92): (Willamette Tent and Awning Building, Hirsch-Weiss Building, White Stag
Block). 5 NW Naito Parkway; 67 W. Burnside Street. (The current street address is 5 NW Front Ave., shared
with the Skidmore Block (#72) and the Bickel Block (#91), due to a 2008 lot consolidation. The three buildings
are now collectively referred to by the common name White Stag Block) (1907). Utilitarian. Architect
unknown.

This is a five story, timber-framed concrete commercial building. The building was designed for manufacturing
and warehouse use for the Willamette Tent and Awning Company. The Burnside Street and Naito Parkway
facades are faced with red brick. The Naito Parkway facade has diamond-shaped medallions where the
concrete structure shows through. The Burnside fagade has a similar design motif with tile medallions. In
1926, the south facade was remodeled to attach the building to the new Burnside Bridge, and at that time the
original storefronts and fenestration were altered. The fifth floor was added in the 1930s. The ground floor of
the east facade was remodeled in the 1950s with aluminum storefronts and stuccoed walls. The building was
renovated in 1972. The second floor was adapted for office use, while the first and upper floors were retained
for warehousing. Beginning in 2006, the White Stag Building and two immediately adjacent buildings, the
Skidmore Building and the Bickel Block, were extensively renovated and remodeled for new uses as the
University of Oregon’s Portland center and as office space. On the White Stag Building, the roof and parapet
caps were replaced and skylights added. At the east facade, ground-floor stucco was removed and replaced
with a brick and metal-clad wood storefront. The south fagcade was renovated, both above and under the
Burnside Bridge. New egress doors were installed with wrought-iron rolling gates. Some windows were
replaced. In areas where large windows had previously replaced historic multi-paned windows, those changes
were reversed. The (non-historic) central ground floor bay opening was altered to match the proportion of the
others. This building was individually listed as a local Historic Landmark.

West
e W Burnside Street

Bates Building (# 56): 101-117 W Burnside Street (1885). Nineteenth-century commercial style.
Early records indicate this building was used as a hotel. It is a three-story, utilitarian style, brick commercial
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building. The tripartite windows have one-over-one sash with masonry sills and lintels. There is a bracketed
cornice with decorative consoles at the corners. The storefront level has large windows and an arched central
entrance. There have been some changes to this building since the 1920s. A 1925 record states the building was
altered, and it is likely that several changes were made to accommodate the 1925 construction of the Burnside
Bridge and street widening. Other unspecified alterations were made in 1981. In 2003, some windows were
replaced. Other alterations over the years include storefront remodels and installation of a fire escape. The
classification of this building has been changed from non-contributing to contributing. Its character-defining
features are still intact, and changes at the storefront level are considered to be reversible. The building clearly
contributes to the sense of place and architectural character of the Skidmore/Old Town Historic District.

Salvation Army Buildings (# 44): 134 W Burnside (1904), and 30-40 SW Second Avenue. Twentieth-century
classical style.

This property is divided in two parts, with two distinct buildings on one tax lot: 20-30 SW Second Ave to the
south (see description below under SW Second Ave.) and 134 W Burnside to the north.

The building at 134 W Burnside is a four-story, irregular-shaped building surfaced with brick. The upper three
floors have single, rectangular sash windows. There is a wide sheet metal cornice with block modillions and a
dentil frieze. Alterations include changes at the storefront level. Sanborn maps dated 1908 and 1925 indicate
that this building originally had a rectangular plan. It was modified prior to 1925 by clipping the northwest
corner. This was possibly to accommodate the radius of a streetcar turn at the intersection of Burnside and SW
Second. The classification of these two buildings was changed from non-contributing to contributing. Changes
at the storefront level of both buildings, while significant, are reversible. The upper two stories retain their
character-defining features. These buildings clearly contribute to the sense of place and architectural character
of the district. They also stand as an important visual gateway to the heart of the Skidmore/Old Town Historic
District.

Wax Building (United Clothing Company) (# 19): 219-223 W. Burnside Street (1926). Commercial. Harold
D. Marsh, architect.

This two-story building was designed for retail use at the lower level, with offices above. Tom Burns ran his
famous clock-repair shop and radical book store on the ground floor and a lending library in the basement. At
the storefront level, the piers are cast stone, with large plate glass windows between the piers. The second story
is brick surfaced with stucco. The pier capitals and the frieze above the storefronts are decorated in low relief.

Southwest
e SW First Avenue

Skidmore Fountain (# 75): SW First & Ankeny Street (1888). Classical. Sculptor, Olin J. Warner; J. M.
Wells, architect.

The fountain is set within an irregularly shaped plaza cobbled in Belgian block. It consists of an ornate bronze
basin eight feet in diameter held aloft by an ionic shaft and two bronze caryatids with classical form and
drapery. An octagonal granite pool twenty feet in diameter collects water from above, and lion heads below
spout small streams of water into four drinking troughs originally designed for use by horses. Stephen
Skidmore, a druggist who arrived in Portland by covered wagon, left $5,000 in his will for a fountain for men,
horses and dogs. His friends raised additional funds to commission a design by Olin Warner. It is inscribed
“Good Citizens Are the Riches of a City,” a quote from C. E. S. Wood. This fountain is Portland’s oldest piece
of public art and a gathering spot for visitors. Restoration activities completed in 2005 included refurbishing
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the bronze and granite surfaces and mortar joints, repairing damaged parts of the lion heads, and replacing a
water jet. Individually listed as a local Historic Landmark, 1975, the fountain was listed as a “primary
landmark™ in the 1975 National Register nomination.

Reed Building (# 74): (Skidmore Fountain Building; Packer-Scott Building). 16-28 SW First Avenue (1890).
Richardsonian Romanesque. Whidden & Lewis, architects.

Constructed by Simeon Reed as a wholesale warehouse, this four-story building has a rusticated stone base and
pilasters on the first floor, with smooth brick pilasters and walls above extending to a copper sheet metal
cornice. Pairs of semi-circular arches and paired rectangular windows are set within the pilasters. Ornamental
details include lower and upper level stone belt courses, and dentils above the fourth floor windows. There is a
marquee at the first floor level. Alterations include addition of a new marquee in 1946, which was replaced in
1986, and aggressive sand-blasting of exterior brick surfaces. A new floor was also added in 1996. A large
mural featuring “Packy,” a Portland Zoo elephant, was approved in the early 1990s. In 2007, an extensive
renovation and new addition were approved for the building’s transition to new use as the world headquarters
for Mercy Corps. Public gallery space and retail and office use will also be incorporated. Proposed changes
include removal of a later penthouse addition, along with repairs and renovations on both the exterior and
interior. The Packy mural will be removed and new openings cut into the north wall. A four-story
interconnected addition will be constructed directly to the east, with storefront bays at the lower level and a new
major entry facing Ankeny Plaza. The east elevation of the new addition will face the Willamette River. This
project will be completed circa 2008. Individually listed as a local Historic Landmark in 1969, this property
has an easement holding with the Historic Preservation League of Oregon. This building was listed as a
“primary landmark”™ in the 1975 National Register nomination.

New Market, South Wing (# 61): (New Market Alley Building; Poppleton Building). 75-83 SW First Avenue
(1871). High Victorian Italianate. E. M. Burton, architect (attributed).

This property includes two conjoined structures. A small, two-story brick and cast-iron structure was
constructed to cover the alley entrance on the south side of the New Market Theater, with two arches on the
street level that allowed access to the alley for incoming and outgoing wagons. This modest building was
designed in the Italianate style and was known as the New Market Alley Building. It shares the same cornice as
the building to the south, which was constructed in the High Victorian Italianate style. That structure was
known as the Poppleton Building after an early tenant, the Poppleton Machine Shop. The New Market, South
Wing name was established when the New Market Theater was constructed in 1872. Horizontal iron beams
span the openings between the structural bays. The cast-iron corner column (at SW First and Ash) was
constructed by connecting two adjoining pilasters. The pilasters rest on cast-iron thresholds pierced below by
ventilator openings. There is a single row of tall, arched windows on the second story. These are grouped in
threes and have truncated arches crowned by foliated keystones. Ornately detailed iron console brackets
support the belt cornice, and a brick dentil pattern marks the bottom of the wooden roof cornice. Other
decorative details include scroll work bolted to the iron spandrels above the columns and a brick dentil pattern
at the bottom of the wooden roof cornice. The building was rehabilitated at the same time as the New Market
Theater in the mid-1980s. Contemporary alterations include a modest third story which is set back from the
roofline. Individually listed as a local historic landmark in 1969, this property has an easement holding with the
Historic Preservation League of Oregon. This building was listed as a “primary landmark™ in the 1975 National
Register nomination.

Oregon & Washington Investment and Trust Co. (# 79): 122 SW First Avenue (1876). Victorian Gothic.
Architect unknown.
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This three-story brick and stucco building was built as the local office of a Scottish investment and banking
firm. In addition to financial services, the structure housed a weather observation station on its third floor,
operated by the U.S. Army Signal Service from 1878 to 1885.>> The structure is characterized by surface
ornamentation including incised carvings of foliated patterns and carved masks, reflecting the building’s
Scottish associations. There is a mix of tall pointed and round-arched windows. The building was extensively
altered in approximately 1950, when the sandstone and cast-iron fagade was masked with a wire stucco shell.
Round and pointed arch features of the parapet were also removed. In 1991, a rehabilitation project reversed
many changes. The project included structural and seismic upgrading, a fagade renovation, and the addition of
a rooftop penthouse. The storefront and lobby entrance were also reconstructed. Some details, including lost
cast and carved details and cast-iron columns, were recreated. The classification of this building was changed
from non-contributing to contributing because of extensive rehabilitation. The building now clearly contributes
to the sense of place and architectural character of the Skidmore/Old Town Historic District.

208 Building (Portland Machine Company) (# 82): 208-218 SW First Avenue (1895). Commercial.
Architect unknown.

This three-story buff colored brick building was constructed for office and retail use. It is distinguished by tri-
partite windows, a full-length entablature above the storefront level, and a brick dentillated cornice. Alterations
were made to the storefronts and interior of this building in the late 1970s and early 1980s. This property has
an easement holding with the Historic Preservation League of Oregon.

Seuffert Building (# 83): 220-228 SW First Avenue (1889). High Victorian Italianate. Architect unknown.
This two-story brick and cast-iron building was constructed for office and retail use. Cast-iron columns support
an upper brick wall with a stucco finish. Decorative elements include finely detailed molding on the window
surrounds and a cast-iron cornice and brackets. A centered parapet displays the construction date of the
building. On the second floor, the windows narrow and arch. At the storefront level, there are large display
windows for the two shops, which were originally divided by cast-iron columns. There is an arched entrance at
the center of the building. The storefront level was altered at an unknown date. The building was individually
listed as a local historic landmark in 1969. This building was listed as a “primary landmark™ in the 1975
National Register nomination.

Apple Music Company Building (# 66): 225 SW First Avenue (1914). Commercial. Architect unknown.
This is a one-story masonry building with a stucco surface. The band of storefront windows is organized in a
horizontal strip and capped by an awning. The roof is flat, with a modest belt course below the cornice. There
is a single entry door with glass blocks at the transom level. Some modifications have been made to the
storefront.

Failing Building (Oregon Marine Supply Building) (# 67): 235 SW First Avenue (1886). High Victorian
Italianate. Warren H. Williams, architect.

This is one of the few remaining structures by Williams. This three-story masonry and structural iron building
was designed for office and warehouse use. The brick walls are finished with stucco in imitation of stone. The
regularly spaced individual windows are tall and rectangular. There is a pediment above the second story on
the First Avenue fagade, and above the third story a bracketed cornice and pedimented parapet adorn the
roofline. Decorative details also include cast-plaster garlands above the third story windows. A San Francisco
firm, Edward A. Rix & Co., supplied the structural iron girders. A Willamette Iron Works plaque appears on

33 Gary K. Grice, History of Weather Observing in Portland, Oregon, 1858-1950 (Mansfield, TX: s.n., 2005), 13-14.
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the large (16’ tall and 14°” wide) cast-iron pilasters, which they manufactured. George McMath described the
Failing Building as “a happy Victorian melding of French and Italian influences.”** Alterations include
changes in 1979 to the ground floor windows. It is individually listed as a local historic landmark and was
listed as a “primary landmark™ in the 1975 National Register nomination.

George Lawrence Building (# 85): 306-316 SW First Avenue (1903). Second Renaissance Revival. Whidden
& Lewis, architects.

This building was constructed by the George Lawrence Company as a saddle and leather goods factory and
wholesale facility, its ground floor serving as a sales room and its upper floors as manufacturing and storage
space. The company occupied the building until 1985, when it was converted to office uses. Itis a
symmetrical, four-story brick building with rusticated piers at the ground level. The four floors are organized
into distinct horizontal divisions by belt courses. The windows are both paired and single, with large glazed
openings on the lower level. The cornice is corbelled and dentillated.

e SW Second Avenue

Holm Hotel (# 33): 9-13 SW Second Avenue (ca. 1890). Commercial. Architect unknown.

This property has two distinct but conjoined structures on one taxlot. Both are three-story brick buildings
surfaced with stucco, with streetcar-era storefronts at the lower level and two stories above. The southerly
building is narrow, with a bracketed sheet metal cornice, segmental-arched windows and a belt cornice. This
building has had some alterations, most likely when Burnside Street was widened in 1926. The northerly
building has a simple cornice and rectangular windows with transoms. Alterations also include storefront
modifications from the mid-1980s.

Salvation Army Buildings (# 44): 30-40 SW Second Avenue and 134 W Burnside (1904). Twentieth-Century
Classical.

This property is divided in two parts, with two distinct buildings on one taxlot: 20-30 SW Second Ave to the
south and 134 W Burnside to the north (see description above under Burnside St). The Second Ave. fagade is
divided into four bays, each topped with a semi-circular metal cornice. On the second story, there are
segmental arched windows with surrounds of elaborate dentillated arches emphasized by horizontal band
courses. On the Ankeny facade, a wood and metal parapet rises above the third floor and is market by a crest
inscribed with an S. Alterations include infill and other changes to the storefront level, including changes made
in 1939 by the J. M. Harder Plumbing and Heating Company. The classification of these two buildings has
been changed from non-contributing to contributing. Changes at the storefront level, while significant, are
considered to be reversible. The upper two stories retain their character-defining features. The buildings
clearly contribute to the sense of place and architectural character of the district. They also stand as an
important visual gateway to the heart of the Skidmore/Old Town Historic District.

Western Rooms (# 34): 15-27 SW Second Avenue (1906). Second Renaissance Revival. Architect unknown.
This four-story brick building was constructed for hotel and retail use. It is distinguished by a dentillated
cornice and decorative brickwork on the third-floor facade. Alterations at the storefront level include some
infill and other changes to accommodate commercial use.

3* Thomas Vaughan and George McMath, A Century of Portland Architecture (Portland: Oregon Historical Society, 1967), 53.
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New Market Theater (# 45): 50 SW Second Avenue (1872). High Victorian Italianate. Piper & Burton,
architects.

This three-story brick building, constructed as a theater and market, was designed in the grand Venetian palace
style. It has a cast-iron front, with columned archways at paired entrance portals and two tiers of arched
windows. The windows are separated by brick and iron pilasters. The roof cornice features a pediment and a
wooden balustrade. A public market was originally located on the street level, featuring a 200’ arcade that
passed through the building from First Street to Second, lined with 28 marble produce stalls. This building
retains its original east and west fagades, except for six cornice urns which were removed and an 1884
remodeling of the theater’s east entrances. In the contemporary era, the lower level was used for parking
through the 1970s, and many interior features were removed. The building exterior was rehabilitated in the
early 1980s, some missing ornament was replaced and internal connections were made with the adjacent New
Market Annex and New Market, South Wing. In 1984, salvaged columns from the New Market North Wing
(demolished in 1956) were reinstalled in their original positions, extending from New Market Theater at the
street edge along SW First (some portions are reproductions molded from original pieces). It was individually
listed as a local Historic Landmark in 1969. Recorded in Historic American Building Survey, record HABS
OR-51. This building was listed as a “primary landmark” in the 1975 National Register nomination.

New Market Annex (New Market West) (# 46): 58-66 SW Second Avenue (1889). Richardsonian
Romanesque. McCaw & Martin, architects.

This five-story building was constructed as a warehouse, forge, and annex to the New Market Theater. It has a
rusticated stone base, brick and stone exterior walls, and large arched windows in the brickwork. Window bays
are set between structural columns. The stone base incorporates columns topped with loosely worked stone
patterns. The building is surmounted by a rough-cut stone belt course and a brick fretwork parapet. Art
Nouveau-style decorations and an elaborate wrought-iron fire escape and tie bars, along with an engraved
corner sign and flagpole support, embellish the building. The building was renovated in the early 1980s for
retail and office use. At that time, windows were added to the blind arcade on the south elevation. Originally
owned by former Territorial Governor and Portland Mayor David P. Thompson, it is a fine example of
Richardsonian Romanesque architecture. Individually listed as a local Historic Landmark in 1969, this building
was listed as a “primary landmark™ in the 1975 National Register nomination.

Glisan Building (Chown Electric Co.) (# 48): 112-118 SW Second Avenue (1889). Queen Anne Italianate.
Architect unknown.

This two-story brick and cast-iron structure housed a variety of uses, including offices, stores and lodgings. It
was the third building on this block to be constructed by Dr. Rodney Glisan, a recognized leader in the field of
medicine and prominent Portland business leader (the first was the 1872 Glisan Block, demolished, and the
second was the 1879 Phoenix Building, #47). Sanborn Maps show the Townsend Creamery located there in
1901, with a store and “junk” indicated by 1908. It was the last Portland building to incorporate cast-iron
pilasters and columns, and it represents a transitional building between the earlier Italianate and the later
Richardsonian style. The building has small, arched individual windows on the second floor, divided by brick
piers suggesting columns. Large display windows are divided by smaller structural cast-iron columns at the
entrances to the two shops. The building has elaborate central pediments at both floors. The second floor
arches, the decorative motif of the capitals, the parapet railing and other applied ornament display the
curvilinear forms of the emerging Art Nouveau style. The building was rehabilitated in the mid-1980s and
seismically upgraded in the 1990s. Individually listed as a local Historic Landmark in 1969. This building was
listed as a “primary landmark” in the 1975 National Register nomination.
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Haseltine Building (# 36). 133 SW Second Avenue (1893). Richardsonian Romanesque.

This large, four-story building was constructed as a mercantile building by James E. Haseltine for his firm J. E.
Haseltine Co., wholesaler of various goods including hardware, hardwoods and wagon-making materials. The
first and second stories are rusticated stone, with stucco-covered brick on the upper two floors. The building is
organized into five bays, with groups of three rectangular windows in each bay. Massive round stone arches
define the ground floor openings. Decorative details include rusticated stone used in the lintels, window sills,
and belt course below the roofline. The parapet was repaired in 1951. In 1980, the building was renovated for
commercial use. This building was designated as a local landmark in 1969 and was listed as a “primary
landmark™ in the 1975 National Register nomination.

e SW Third Avenue (no contributing resources)
e SW Ankeny Street

Young’s Marble Works (Salvation Army Building) (# 52): 131 SW Ankeny Street (1880). Brick Utilitarian.
Architect unknown.

This two-story brick building originally housed a marble works and has been used as a factory, warehouse,
retail establishment, and mission. On the lower level, there are segmental-arched openings with transoms. The
upper floor has single, segmentally arched windows, and above that is a pedimented parapet. Alterations to the
building include coverage of the primary fagade with a stucco finish at an unknown date. Changes were also
made to accommodate retail and office uses.

e SW Ash Street

Smith Block (#95): 10 SW Ash Street (1872). Italianate. W. W. Piper, architect.

This is one part of the Smith Block, which also includes 111-113 SW Naito Parkway and 112-118 SW First
Avenue (# 96, 78) described below. This address is the northernmost corner of the block, fronting on SW Ash
and Naito Pkwy. The Smith Block is comprised of two buildings, originally contiguous and two stories tall,
occupying a one-half block and fronting on First Avenue, Ash Street, and Naito Parkway. They were
constructed as rental mercantile buildings and were divided into 25 bays with a light court at center. Both
structures have cast-iron elements on the lower level, including columns and arches between rusticated
pilasters. The arches feature keystones and spandrel decorations topped by a bracketed wood cornice. This
type of arcade was common in Portland in the 1870s and 1880s. The buildings retain their original second-
story sash, which are tall and narrow with round arches. The four-bay Naito Parkway fagade has an arched
parapet inscribed with the name and date of construction. Originally the ground floor windows on this fagade
were folding doors that could be opened to accommodate shoppers. Alterations to the original two-story
building included the insertion of two additional floors within the building envelope. Remodeling efforts dating
to the 1940s included removal of some of the wood cornices and alteration of the street-level fagades. The
northwest corner of the building (at SW First and Ash) was removed in 1955 for a parking lot. In the early
1960s, the northeast corner of the building was restored, and a new entry was added on Ash Street in 1962.
Beginning in 1978, additional restoration efforts included altering the facade to match the character of the
original building and installing columns and caps cast from cast-iron elements on adjacent unaltered portions of
the building. In 2007, additional renovation work began on the other parts of the block, including tenant
improvements for new restaurant and retail uses on the ground floor and offices on the upper three floors. The
Smith Block was individually listed as a local historic landmark in 1969 and was listed as a “primary landmark”
in the 1975 National Register nomination.
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Phoenix Building (Portland Railway Company) (# 47): 124 SW Ash Street (1879). Italianate.

This two-story brick building was constructed by Rodney Glisan, who later constructed the adjacent Glisan
Building in 1889 (#48). It appears to have initially housed plumbing businesses and offices, possibly with
lodgings above. The Povey Brothers Art Glass Works was located in a portion of the building by 1889.
Around the turn of the century it once again housed a plumbing operation as well as the Pacific Coast Rubber
Co. with offices and lodgings on the second floor. At one point, it may have contained offices associated with
the Portland Railway Co. and the Portland Railway, Light & Power Co. The structure has cast-iron features
including columns, piers, and window details. These elements are more evident on the Ash Street fagade, with
more iron features removed or obscured on the Second Street facade. Single windows on the upper floor are
tall and rectangular. Alterations include removal of the cornice and some of the cast-iron elements. The
building was also surfaced with stucco, and there have been storefront modifications.

Bickel Building (Wachsmuth Building) (# 23): 223-225 SW Ash Street (1892). Italianate. Architect
unknown.

The two-story building was constructed for office use by Frederick Bickel. It is a dark red brick building with
wood trim, a flat roof with pediments, and pressed metal trim work at the cornice line, including brackets and
finials. The individual windows are tall and segmentally arched. Alterations include repairs from a fire in
1926, including replacement of windows, doors, and floors. Some storefront openings have been partially
infilled. The Portland City Council met here for two years until the completion of City Hall in 1894. The
Oregon Oyster Company, still located at this building, took up residence in 1915. Individually listed as a local
historic landmark in 1969, this building was listed as a “primary landmark™ in the 1975 National Register
nomination.

e SW Naito Parkway (Front Avenue)

Smith Block (# 95), 111-117 SW Naito Parkway and Railway Building (# 96, 78): 112-118 SW First Avenue
(1872). Italianate. W. W. Piper, architect.

This building is part of the Smith Block, which also includes 10 SW Ash Street as described above. The Smith
Block is comprised of two buildings, originally contiguous and two stories tall, occupying a one-half block and
fronting on First Avenue, Ash Street, and Naito Parkway. They were constructed as rental mercantile buildings
and were divided into 25’ bays with a light court at center. Both structures have cast-iron elements on the lower
level, including columns and arches between rusticated pilasters. The arches feature keystones and spandrel
decorations topped by a bracketed wood cornice. This type of arcade was common in Portland in the 1870s and
1880s. The buildings retain their original second-story sash, which are tall and narrow with round arches. The
four-bay Naito Parkway facade has an arched parapet inscribed with the name and date of construction.
Originally the ground floor windows on this fagade were folding doors that could be opened to accommodate
shoppers. Alterations to the original two-story building included the insertion of two additional floors within
the building envelope. Remodeling efforts dating to the 1940s included removal of some of the wood cornices
and alteration of the street-level facades. The northwest corner of the building (at SW First and Ash) was
removed in 1955 for a parking lot. In the early 1960s, the northeast corner of the building was restored, and a
new entry was added on Ash Street in 1962. Beginning in 1978, additional restoration efforts included altering
the facade to match the character of the original building and installing columns and caps cast from cast-iron
elements on adjacent unaltered portions of the building. In 2007, additional renovation work began on the
block as part of tenant improvements for new restaurant and retail uses on the ground floor and offices on the
upper three floors. The storefront on the southernmost bay 111 was rebuilt to match the original wood
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storefronts on adjacent bays 113 and 117. ADA access accommodations included relocating two iron stoops on
northern bays 113 and 117 to the rebuilt bay 111 storefront. Windows on the south facade were replaced with
historically compatible wood windows. A penthouse was installed for mechanical equipment, and structural
improvements were made. The Smith Block was individually listed as a local historic landmark in 1969 and
was listed as a “primary landmark™ in the 1975 National Register nomination.

Fechheimer & White Building (# 98): 233 SW Naito Parkway (1870). High Victorian Italianate. Williams &
Krumbein, architects.

This two-story masonry structure was constructed for retail and office use. It represents development typical of
the 1870s, when a considerable number of fanciful, well designed cast-iron structures were constructed, both
large and small. The building sits on a granite base, with cast-iron arches and Corinthian columns on the first
floor and elaborate stucco masonry on the second floor. Tall, narrow windows on the second floor are round
arched with elaborate crowns. The bracketed cornice is capped by a pedimented parapet. The early
architectural unity of Portland’s streets was due in part to the use of similar columns and arches on both full
block structures and buildings as narrow as 25°. The Fechheimer & White Building was one such narrow
building. The arches on this structure are the same as those on larger buildings. They span six feet five inches
and were cast in one piece, which was a technical feat. Another unusual feature is that all the iron work rests on
a granite threshold rather than an iron threshold. The iron was provided by Willamette Iron Works, whose plate
is still visible on the lower part of the right front pilaster. The original design included three pairs of doors on
the first floor, later replaced by a center door and two display windows. In 1962, the building was restored,
then refurbished in 1980. In 1990 the door on the Oak Street side was refurbished. Individually listed as a local
Historic Landmark in 1970, this building was listed as a “primary landmark™ in the 1975 National Register
nomination.

Hallock & McMillen Building (# 99): 237 SW Naito Parkway (1857). Italianate. Absalam B. Hallock,
architect.

The Hallock & McMillen (or McMillan) Building is the city’s oldest surviving brick commercial structure, and
for that reason, is significant both within the district and the city as a whole. It was constructed by Portland’s
first architect, who partnered with William McMillen (a.k.a. McMillan), a contractor. The two-story building
was constructed in 1857 at the corner of SW Front and Oak streets. Alteration records are incomplete,
however, based on an early engraving and photographs, the Naito Parkway facade was substantially altered. In
the 1940s, four cast-iron columns were removed on the Naito Parkway fagade. The Oak Street facade retains
some of its original appearance. This building was listed as a “primary landmark™ in the 1975 National
Register nomination.

e SW Oak Street

Delschneider Building (# 90): 71 SW Oak Street (1859). Italianate. Architect unknown.

This narrow brick building, constructed in 1859, is the second oldest existing building in the district after the
Hallock and McMillen Building of 1857. It was first used as a factory by the Novelty Iron and Brass Works.
The building was originally two stories tall, with a third story added in 1876. The primary fagade has rows of
three narrow, rectangular windows on the second and third floors, with larger display windows at the storefront
level. The third floor facade is similar to the second, except that bracketed window cornices were tin rather
than wood, and the brackets and moldings were slightly different in shape. Today, the Italianate facade is close
to its original appearance after completion of the third story. The original fagade had tall paired doors instead
of shop fronts. Some of these features still remained when the building was remodeled but were removed and
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replaced with glazing at the storefront level. This occurred in the early 1990s. A window was also added in the
east wall at ground level. Individually listed as a local historic landmark in 1969, this building was listed as a
“primary landmark™ in the 1975 National Register nomination.

Freimann Kitchen Building (# 89): 79 SW Oak Street (1884). Commercial. P. H. Schulderman, builder.

This one-story brick building features a typical 1880s commercial storefront, with a central entry flanked by
two storefront windows and thin, plain columns. Above the storefront windows there is a brick frieze extending
to the parapet. Brick piers at both ends of the primary fagade have capitals extending above the parapet. The
building was constructed with the adjacent Freimann Restaurant Building (#84) as a single, architecturally
unified and internally-connected unit. Previous alterations include replacement of the windows and doors in
1974. In 2002, the fagade was restored to its original appearance. The classification of this building was
changed from non-contributing to contributing because of extensive restoration and rehabilitation. The building
now communicates its architectural continuity with the Freimann Restaurant Building and clearly contributes to
the sense of place and architectural character of the Skidmore/Old Town Historic District.

e SW Pine Street

106-116 SW Pine Street (# 65): (1915). Commercial, Architect unknown.

This one-story commercial building occupies a quarter block with multiple storefronts around two sides of the
building. It is brick with a stucco surface below the roofline. The roof is flat, with a modest belt course below
the cornice. The large storefront windows have transoms and are capped by awnings.

United Carriage and Baggage Transfer Co. (Old Spaghetti Factory) (# 49): 133 SW Pine Street (1875).
Italianate. Architect unknown.

This three-story brick building was constructed as a livery by the United Carriage and Baggage Transfer Co.
which occupied the structure until the mid-1890s, after which it was occupied by Mitchell, Lewis & Staver Co.,
sellers of vehicles and machinery. Around the turn of the century the American Steel and Wire Co. was located
there, as well as the J. McCraken Co., commission agents and suppliers of storage facilities and building
materials. From 1908 to 1968 it was occupied by the F. B. Mallory Logging Equipment Co. It has a stucco
finish, wood trim, and segmental brick arches over round-arched windows. A bracketed cornice and pediment
define the roofline. Two arches at the lower level are large enough to accommodate a high or wide vehicle; one
on Second Street and the other on Pine. Alteration records for this building are incomplete. In 1969, the
building lost its livery character with an interior alteration. In 1985, the doorway was remodeled. Individually
listed as a local historic landmark in 1969, this building was listed as a “primary landmark” in the 1975
National Register nomination.

Porter Hotel (# 27): 221-227 SW Pine Street (1898). Second Renaissance Revival. Architect unknown.

This three-story brick building was constructed as a hotel, with four bays on Pine Street and two bays on Third
Avenue. There is brick detailing at the corners of the building in imitation of quoins. Other brick details
include a cornice with dentils and spandrels below the second-story windows.

LIST OF NONCONTRIBUTING RESOURCES
The 44 properties listed below are classified as noncontributing. In three instances, properties have been

reclassified (from their most recent previous classifications) to noncontributing because their construction date
is outside the period of significance established for the district under this nomination. See the introduction to
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the preceding “List of Contributing Resources” for more information on the determinations of contributing
status in this updated nomination.

The resources are grouped into three sections: Northwest; West (Burnside Street); and Southwest, and are listed
by street (numbered streets preceding named streets) in ascending order of street number. A map
accompanying this document identifies the properties by their inventory numbers, which are listed at the end of
the property descriptions (for example, # 40). A table of all district resources organized by inventory number is
also appended to facilitate locating individual structures.

Northwest

e NW First Avenue

115 N/ NW First Avenue (# 53): Noncontributing, vacant.

e NW Second Avenue

110N/ NW Second Avenue (# 39): Noncontributing, vacant.

Oregon Leather Company (# 40): 110 NW Second Avenue (ca. 1900). Architect unknown.

This two-story commercial building occupies a quarter block. It was used in the early 1900s by the Mt. Hood
Factory for producing shirts and overalls, and also as a laundry. It later housed a Greek grocery. The building
was adapted over time for other uses, and incompatible changes were made over the years, including filling the
original freight entrance with concrete block, replacing windows, and surfacing the exterior to conceal
architectural features. Noncontributing due to alterations.

134 NW Second Avenue (# 38): Noncontributing, vacant.

220 NW Second Avenue (# 37): Noncontributing due to date of construction (1984).

e NW Third Avenue

1-3 NW Third Avenue and 7-9 NW Third Avenue (# 10, 9): Noncontributing due to date of construction. A
new five-story mixed-use Union Gospel Mission building occupies this site, formerly occupied by a structure
which received a demolition permit in 2003. The old Union Gospel Mission represents the only contributing
structure demolished since the district’s listing in 1975 (2008).

20 NW Third Avenue (# 16): Noncontributing due to date of construction (1938).

22 NW Third Avenue (# 15): Noncontributing due to date of construction (1938).

119-139 NW Third Avenue (# 4): Noncontributing due to alterations (1920).

e NW Couch Street
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Estate Hotel (#13): 225 NW Couch Street, (1914) Commercial. Architect unknown.

This brick building was constructed as a hotel and housed retail operations on its ground floor, including a
Greek grocery in the early twentieth century. It is six (originally four) stories tall, with a flat roof and is
organized into six bays on both street-facing fagades. Alterations include storefront remodels, the earliest of
which were not compatible with the character of the building. In 1988, the storefronts and cornice were
restored, along with other improvements. In 2006 a major rehabilitation added two stories to the building, an
alteration that is considered incompatible with the building’s historic character. Other renovations included
rehabilitation of the brick facade, a full seismic upgrade, and a new storefront system.

e NW Davis Street
33 NW Davis (# 68): Noncontributing due to date of construction (1989).

60 NW Davis (# 69): Noncontributing due to date of construction (1967).

West

e W Burnside Street

First & W Burnside (# 57): Noncontributing due to date of construction.
108 W Burnside (# 59): Noncontributing, vacant.

108 W Burnside (# 58): Noncontributing due to alterations (1890).
118-124 W Burnside (# 51): Noncontributing, vacant.

201-217 W Burnside (# 32): Noncontributing due to alterations (1926).
222-224 W Burnside (# 20): Noncontributing due to alterations (1926).
e NW Naito Parkway (Front Avenue)

Tom McCall Waterfront Park (# 101): (mid-1970s).

This 4.5 acre urban park is adjacent to the Willamette River. It is a linear strip of open space that runs from the
northern to the southern boundary of the district along its easterly edge. This waterfront area was once lined
with dozens of buildings, which were demolished beginning in 1939 for civic improvements. Waterfront Park
was created following the decision in 1974 to remove Harbor Drive. The park now includes a bicycle and
pedestrian path, trees, grassy areas, and two memorial parks. The Japanese-American Historical Plaza was
dedicated in 1990. It is defined by trees and a curving wall of large inscribed memorial stones along the
Willamette River esplanade. Another war memorial is located further south along the waterfront, at the
southern edge of the district. It is the Battleship Oregon Memorial Marine Park, a small (7,000° square foot)
park that was dedicated in 1976 as part of the Bicentennial. The focus of the park is the mast from the
battleship, which was given to the City of Portland in 1943. The park is classified as noncontributing due to
age.
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The park includes a public building, the Ankeny Pump Station, immediately south of the Burnside Bridge at
the edge of the Willamette River. This facility was constructed in 1929 as part of the seawall and sewer
interceptor construction project. The seawall and sewer project marks the end of the historic period of
significance of Skidmore/Old Town and represents the beginning of a new and difficult era for district.
Therefore, because it is not associated with the district’s areas of significance, the pump station is classified as
noncontributing.

In 2007, several alterations and public improvements were projected for construction in three phases in the
Waterfront Park area, as follows; during the first phase added an event platform and shelter; a circular plaza
with a water feature; a seawall overlook; and improvements to Ankeny Pump Station, including ornamental
fencing. In the second phase, constructing a restroom; and in the final phase, extending the dock pier and
constructing a floating dock into the Willamette River.

White Stag Sign (# 93): 5 NW Naito Parkway (1940). Neon and Bulb Lighting. Ramsey Sign Company.
This sign is neon and bulb lighting in an angle-iron frame. The sign was originally constructed by the Ramsey
Sign Company as an advertisement for White Satin Sugar, and it was altered in 1950 to include animation. In
1959, it was converted to its existing form for the White Stag Company and in recent years the wording was
changed to “Made in Oregon,” retaining the original neon-lit outlines of the state of Oregon. The sign was not
identified or evaluated as an individual resource in the 1975 National Register nomination and was assigned a
contributing classification at a subsequent date. The classification of this object has been changed from
contributing to non-contributing due to the date of construction, which is outside the district’s period of
significance. However, this resource retains its designation as a local Historic Landmark.

Southwest

e SW First Avenue

16 WI/ SW First Avenue (# 88): Noncontributing, vacant.

25 SW First Avenue (# 60): Noncontributing, vacant.

28 WI/ SW First Avenue (# 87): Noncontributing, vacant.

28 SW First Avenue (# 86): Noncontributing due to date of construction (1969).

118 N/ SW First Avenue (# 77): Noncontributing, vacant.

Freimann Restaurant Building (# 84): 240 SW First Avenue (1884, 2006). Commercial. P. H.
Schulderman, builder.

Constructed with the adjacent Freimann Kitchen Building (#89) as a single, architecturally unified and
internally connected unit, this single-story red brick building originally served as a restaurant. Its two fagades
are each organized into three bays, divided by brick piers with capitals extending above the parapet. The bays
on the primary west facade feature large storefront windows divided by plain slender columns and with transom

lights above. On the south fagade, the westernmost bay contains a similar storefront arrangement, the middle
bay is unbroken brick, and the eastern bay is pierced by a narrow, arched side entrance. A brick frieze below
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the parapet runs the length of both fagades and continues on the adjoining Freimann Kitchen Building. The
building’s primary entrance is located at the corner in a recessed 45 degree cut-away supported by a single
column.

Most of the building’s historic features were hidden or damaged by a 1951 remodel when both faces were
obscured by Roman brick veneer. In 2006, an extensive rehabilitation project supervised by architect William
Hawkins removed the Roman brick and restored the building’s historic appearance. The project was guided by
an 1889 woodcut of the exterior and architectural evidence discovered on the building, although no historical
photographs or original building plans were located. In addition, local seismic regulations required new
reinforcing that necessitated deconstruction of the original brick walls and columns (although they were
reassembled using the original bricks) and the new storefront windows in the westernmost bay of the south
fagade appear not to have been a feature of the original building. Because of these factors, the structure is
classified as noncontributing. However, historic features and materials have been retained or reused where
possible, and most recreated elements were based on building-specific architectural and historical research, for
example the fiberglass corner column replicated to match the previously obscured but decayed original wooden
column. Although it cannot be classified as contributing under National Register standards, the building now
better communicates its architectural unity and historical associations with the Freimann Kitchen Building and
supports the historical scale, feeling, and architectural character of the district.*®

SW First Avenue at W Burnside (#73): Noncontributing, vacant.
e SW Second Avenue

133 N/ SW Second Avenue (# 35): Noncontributing, vacant.
230 SW Second Avenue (# 50): Noncontributing, vacant.

e SW Third Avenue

Paris Theater (# 21): 6 SW Third Avenue (1930). Mediterranean. Francis Jacobberger, architect.

The basic structure of this building is believed to date from 1890. Under various names (Star Theater, Gaiety
Theater, Storefront Theater), it hosted vaudeville acts, “exotic dance,” and other popular entertainment over
most of its life. It was substantially remodeled in 1930, when a 20’ section was sheared from the west fagade
due to widening of SW Third Avenue. Elements of the fagcade were reused in the 1930 remodeling, including
metal sash windows, medallions, and possibly the tile roof.*® In 1976, the structure was classified as
noncompatible in the Skidmore/Old Town Historic District. In 1978, that classification was upgraded to
compatible by the Historic Landmarks Commission.”” In 1991, facade improvements included restoration of
columns to the approximate design of the 1920s plan and a new ticket booth. The present fagade is surfaced
with stucco. There is a bracketed red tile roof and round-arch openings at the entrance. A projecting sign with
“Paris Theater” sits at the roof level above the marquee. It has been reclassified as noncontributing due to the
date of alterations that define its contemporary character, which is outside the district’s period of significance.

3% Heritage Consulting Group, “Historic Preservation Certification Application, Freimann Building, 240 SW 1st Avenue/79 SW
Oak Street, Portland, Oregon,” [ca. early 2007]; John W. Russell, “RE: Status of 240 SW First Avenue and 79 SW Oak,”
memorandum to Nicholas T. Starin, 8/1/2007.

36 William J. Hawkins I, letter to J erry Brock, Portland Historic Landmarks Commission, August 9, 1991.

37 City of Portland, Historic Landmarks Commission, Minutes, November 8, 1978.
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10-26 SW Third Avenue (# 22): Commercial (1908).

This is a two-story red brick structure with relieving arches over single windows on the second floor. Its uses
have included retail, lodging, offices, and theater. The original cornice was removed, and the ground floor was
significantly altered on SW Third and Ankeny Street. Noncontributing due to alterations.

108 SW Third Avenue (# 24): Noncontributing, vacant.

122 SW Third Avenue (# 25): Commercial. Architect unknown (1902).

The storefront fagade of this building was altered considerably with the addition of larger windows and a new
entrance. These areas are outlined by brick in a contrasting color. This building does not convey its original
historic storefront character. The addition of newer style features conveys a false historic appearance and
confuses the date and style of construction. Noncontributing due to alterations.

128 SW Third Avenue (# 26): Noncontributing due to alterations (1915).

e SW Ankeny Street

SW Ankeny & Front (# 94): Noncontributing, vacant.

e SW Naito Parkway (Front Avenue)

Tom McCall Waterfront Park (# 101): See above description under NW Naito Parkway. Noncontributing
due to date of construction (mid-1970s).

Fire Station #1 & Fire Museum (# 76): 65 SW Naito Parkway (1952). Modern. This structure was
erroneously classified as contributing at some time subsequent to the 1975 National Register nomination. It has
been reclassified as noncontributing due to date of construction and style.

131 SW Naito Parkway (# 80): Noncontributing, vacant.

221 SW Naito Parkway (# 97): Noncontributing, vacant.

e SW Pine Street

50 SW Pine Street (# 81): Noncontributing due to date of construction (1983).

e No Street Address

N/A. Noncontributing, vacant (# 62).

N/A. Noncontributing, vacant (# 63).

N/A. Noncontributing, vacant (# 64).

N/A. Noncontributing, vacant (# 100).
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8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:
Nationally: X Statewide:__ Locally:

Applicable National
Register Criteria:

Criteria Considerations
(Exceptions):

NHL Criteria:

NHL Theme(s):

Areas of Significance:

Period(s) of Significance:

Significant Dates:
Significant Person(s):
Cultural Affiliation:

Architects/Builders:

Historic Contexts:

1,4

I. Peopling Places
3. migrations from outside and within
4. community and neighborhood
II1. Expressing Cultural Values
5. architecture, landscape architecture, and urban design
6. popular and traditional culture
V. Developing the American Economy
3. transportation and communication
4. workers and work culture
6. exchange and trade

Architecture, Commerce, Entertainment/Recreation, Exploration/Settlement,
Maritime History, Social History, Transportation

1857-1929
N/A
N/A
N/A

E. M. Burton, Architect; Charles Ertz, Architect; Aaron H. Gould, Absalom B.
Hallock, Architects; Justus Krumbein, Architect; Edgar Lazarus, Architect;
Architect; Ion Lewis, Architect; Harold D. Marsh, Architect; McCaw & Martin,
Architects; E. B. McNaughton, Architect; Pickles & Sutton, Architects; W. W.
Piper, Architect; Piper & Burton, Architects; P. H. Schulderman, Builder; Olin J.
Warner, Sculptor; J. M. Wells, Architect; D. L. Williams, Architect; Warren
Williams, Architect; William Marcy Whidden, Architect; Whidden & Lewis,
Architects.

XVI. Architecture
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G. Renaissance Revival (1830-1920)

3. Cast Iron: Gothic, Romanesque, Renaissance
XII. Business

D. Trade
1. Import-Export
2. Wholesale
E. Finance and Banking
1. Commercial Banks
9. General Finance
L. Shipping and Transportation
XXX. American Ways of Life
D. Urban Life



NPS Form 10-900 USDI/NPS NRHP Registration Form (Rev. 8-86) OMB No. 1024-0018

SKIDMORE/OLD TOWN HISTORIC DISTRICT Page 40

United States Department of the Interior, National Park Service National Register of Historic Places Registration Form

State Significance of Property, and Justify Criteria, Criteria Considerations, and Areas and Periods of
Significance Noted Above.

INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANCE

Portland’s Skidmore-Old Town marks the site where the city started and then flourished. It
contains buildings in a variety of high Victorian styles, many made of cast iron, comprising one
of the most impressive commercial blocks (sic) on the west coast.

-“Skidmore/Old Town Historic District,” National Historic Landmark Nomination, 1977

Portland’s Skidmore/Old Town Historic District is nationally significant under National Historic Landmark
Criterion 1 for its historical associations with the early development and economic growth of the Pacific
Northwest’s most important urban center of the last half of the nineteenth century. Portland’s pioneer
merchant-entrepreneurs, speculating and capitalizing on the city’s strategic location at the head of ocean-going
navigation on the Willamette River and its connection to the greater Columbia River system, transformed it
from a stump-strewn clearing to the cultural, financial, trade and transportation hub of the Pacific Northwest—
second only to San Francisco as a “metropolis” of the Far West. Its mercantile houses, commission agents,
steamship companies and financial institutions, clustered along Front and First streets in and near the present
Skidmore/Old Town Historic District, supplied the goods, services and trade connections that not only
supported the development of western Oregon, but that of the greater Pacific Slope region. Skidmore/Old
Town’s historic commercial buildings memorialize Portland’s position as a commercial entrep6t that linked a
large dependant hinterland to national and global economic systems, and highlight the sometimes under-
emphasized role of key urban centers in facilitating the settlement and development of the western United
States. The district also served as a major West Coast locus for the provision of important “social services” and
related urban functions oriented to the working classes and in some cases ethnic minority groups, including:
lodging for itinerant workers, sailors, and loggers; union halls; reading rooms; missions and chapels; ethnic
publishing houses; and various popular entertainment and vice venues like saloons, gambling halls, burlesque
houses, and brothels. Finally, Skidmore/Old Town’s late nineteenth- and early twentieth-century transition
from commercial core to Skid Road—an association it has yet to fully shed—exemplifies the changes in urban
spatial organization seen in port cities across the nation whereby central business districts and high-status
residential areas migrated away from historic waterfront areas which subsequently suffered from neglect,
disinvestment, and loss of historic fabric through public “improvement” projects.

The 1857 erection of the brick and cast-iron Hallock and McMillen Building, the earliest surviving structure in
the district and the second-oldest building on its original site in the city, marks the beginning of Skidmore/Old
Town’s period of significance. Over the next three decades, Portland solidified its position as the primary
urban center of the Northwest, built on the foundation of its trade-centered economy. As a part of the city’s
commercial core along and near the Willamette River highway, Skidmore/Old Town was central to this role.

However, beginning slowly in the late nineteenth century and accelerating in the early twentieth century,
growth steered away from the Skidmore/Old Town area, and neglect set in for the city’s earliest commercial
district, with its old-fashioned buildings and its increasingly gritty, flood-prone waterfront location. The status
of the area declined and its mix of businesses and building uses changed, as Portland’s central business district
shifted to the south and west. In the late 1920s, and continuing into the 1970s, a wave of large-scale public
works projects and accompanying building demolitions significantly altered the physical and economic fabric
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of the district. The first of these was the completion in 1926 of the new Burnside Bridge and the related
widening of West Burnside Street. This resulted in the removal of significant portions of the district’s
Burnside-facing buildings and turned the street into a major auto arterial that bisected the district and
complicated access to its businesses. This intervention was followed in 1929 by the construction of a seawall
and sewer interceptor along the Willamette River. Marking the end of the period of significance, this major
infrastructure project necessitated the removal of most of Front Street’s by-then decaying wharves—structures
once central to the city’s economic vitality and civic identity— a clear expression of the district’s shift away
from a maritime orientation. Dozens more cast-iron buildings were removed in the 1940s to allow for the
construction of the Harbor Drive freeway.

In the late twentieth century, however, public sentiment began to shift as the economic and cultural significance
of the district’s historic structures became better understood and valued. Concerted advocacy, policy initiatives
and public and private investment arrested the demolition trend and inaugurated a still-continuing era of
preservation, renovation and rehabilitation. While many resources have been lost, a significant and cohesive
collection of historic structures remain. Together, they remind us not only of a “grand era” of commercial
architecture, but of the critical role Portland played as a regional metropolis—a financial, mercantile and
transportation hub integral to the settlement and growth of the greater Pacific Slope.

The district is equally significant under National Historic Landmark Criterion 4 for the exceptional architectural
values of its mid- and late-nineteenth-century cast-iron commercial buildings—one of the finest collections in
the nation and perhaps the most outstanding in the Far West. These two- to four-story, primarily Italianate
structures work in concert with sympathetically scaled and designed late nineteenth-century Richardsonian
Romanesque and early twentieth-century buildings to define the rich urban character that marks it as a national
treasure. With elaborate decorative elements echoing Italian Renaissance designs, Skidmore/Old Town’s
“Commercial Palaces” notably contribute to Portland’s architectural distinctiveness and collectively reflect both
the economic success of its early businesses, and the high cultural aspirations of its citizens and leaders.

HISTORICAL CONTEXT AND SIGNIFICANCE
Chinookans, Furs and Forts: the Lower Columbia Region to 1840

For centuries prior to first contact with Europeans and Americans, Chinookan-speaking peoples, including the
Clackamas and the Multnomah, and the Kalapuyan-speaking Tualatin, inhabited the lower Columbia basin in
the vicinity of the area now known as Portland. Chinookans inhabited both sides of the Columbia with villages,
camps, resource areas, and trade routes located along portions of the lower Willamette. A large population
resided seasonally on Sauvie Island, at the Willamette’s mouth, where Lewis and Clark reported encountering
2,400 individuals living in 1806.*® Chinookan societies relied on the bounty of the region’s temperate climate,
rich forests and plains, and extensive river systems. Important staples included salmon and wappato, a nutritious
root. Cedar trees offered basic material for products such as clothing, water craft, and large plank lodges.
Active trade networks were maintained among the inland, valley and coastal cultures of the area.”

European exploration in the Northwest began in the sixteenth-century with the tentative approaches of Spanish
and British navigators along the Pacific coast. With the 1792 sighting of the Columbia River by the American
Robert Gray, a centuries-long search for a great western waterway that promised significant economic benefits

3% Carl Abbott, Portland: Gateway to the Northwest (Northridge, CA: Windsor Publications, 1985), 9.
** Gordon DeMarco, A Short History of Portland (San Francisco: Lexicos, 1990), 8.
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was rewarded. Fourteen years later, William Clark became the first European-American to sight the mouth of
the Willamette, almost 100 miles up the Columbia. Clark’s exploration of the river took him as far south as the
bluff bearing today’s University of Portland.*’

The first forty years of the nineteenth century in the greater Columbia River region were marked by the rise of a
prosperous fur trade, Christian missionary activity, the devastation of native societies, and the beginnings of
permanent European-American settlement. The Hudson Bay Company’s Fort Vancouver, founded at the
confluence of the Columbia and the Willamette in the 1820s, was the Columbia region’s most important
European outpost and trade center, and served as the first “metropolis of Northwest.”*' The fort was the nerve
center for the Columbia fur trade and served as a locus for the exchange of goods and information among and
between Europeans, Canadians, Americans and American Indians. While the Hudson Bay Company was
averse to agricultural and urban settlement of the Oregon Country, which it felt was incompatible with the fur
trade, Fort Vancouver and its Chief Factor John McLoughlin would provide critical respite, provisions, and
information to the earliest waves of American settlers, who emerged exhausted, bewildered and occasionally
starving from their continental treks.

Settling the Valley and the Birth of Portland, 1840 - 1851

Diseases such as small pox and influenza, introduced by early European contact and transmitted along trade
routes, killed vast portions of the Northwest’s indigenous population by the late 1830s, devastating Chinookan
societies. With an estimated 50 to 90 percent reduction of the indigenous population in the Lower Columbia
region, White settlers found little of the native resistance encountered by their counterparts in other parts of the
continent when major settlement of the Willamette Valley began in the early 1840s.** Encouraged by prospects
of “free” land, new markets and the emerging ideology of “Manifest Destiny,” pioneers poured into the Oregon
Territory, drawn especially to the fertile Willamette Valley. The first land claimed by settlers was generally
easily accessible by water, including the Willamette, Tualatin and Yamhill Rivers, in a settlement pattern not
uncommon during pre-railroad era western expansion. By 1843, the most significant settlement hugging the
lower stretch of the Willamette was Oregon City, 30 miles south of the river’s mouth. What would become
Portland was merely a glade used by Indians and trappers for respite and trade known as the “The Clearing.” **

But the potential of the future townsite, relatively free of all-too-common riverside swamps and with plentiful
timber for construction, soon caught the attention of speculators. As early as 1840, Massachusetts sea captain
John Couch logged an encouraging assessment of the river’s depth adjacent to The Clearing, noting its promise
of accommodating large crafts—a pivotal element in the future city’s early growth. Three years later, William
Overton, an 1841 pioneer from Tennessee, established a 640 acre claim at the site, sharing it with 1842 pioneer
Asa Lovejoy in order to cover the 30-cent filing fee. The claim included the southern portion of the present-day
Skidmore/Old Town Historic District. The following year, a destitute Overton bartered his half of the claim to
Oregon City merchant Francis Pettygrove for $50 worth of provisions to resettle in California.

In 1844 Maine-born Pettygrove and Lovejoy set up a log-built warehouse/wharf/store at the foot of present-day

0 Abbott, Portland: Gateway, 8.

! Dorothy O. Johanson and Charles M. Gates, Empire of the Columbia: A History of the Pacific Northwest (New York: Harper &
Row, 1957), 148-154.

2 DeMarco, Short History of Portland, 17; Johansen and Gates, Empire of the Columbia, 148-154, 274.

# Abbot, Portland: Gateway, 15.
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Washington Street, marking the modest beginnings of Portland’s rise as a marketing center and port.** In 1845,
Lovejoy sold his share of the land claim to Benjamin Stark, a young New Orleans-born merchant who had
arrived aboard the Toulon in charge of a shipment of Eastern goods bound for Pettygrove’s warechouse and
store. Stark and Pettygrove were instrumental in establishing the city’s first major trading pattern, the “triangle
trade” between San Francisco, Honolulu and Portland, involving lumber, wheat, salt fish, sugar, and general
merchandise.

In 1845, with Pettygrove’s store serving as the commercial hub for the tiny settlement and high hopes for the
future, Lovejoy hired 1843 pioneer Thomas Brown to plat a grid of sixteen blocks just south of today’s
Skidmore/Old Town Historic District. Bordered by narrow streets, blocks measuring 200 feet by 200 feet were
divided into eight 50-foot by 100-foot lots, setting the scale for future street frontages throughout the early
city.” In 1849-50, new townsite owner Daniel Lownsdale platted over 100 new blocks, extending the city right
to the northern edge of the original Overton claim (the south line of today’s Ankeny Street). In 1850, John
Couch platted a portion of his claim abutting just to the north in the same pattern (although at an off-set, with
streets now running true north-south). Thus by this date, all of the land within the present historic district was
platted (though not necessarily improved) with a fine-grained grid that was perhaps more suited to a small
village than an aspiring metropolis.

Like all nascent pioneer towns urban plans notwithstanding, 1840s Portland was dominated by the surrounding
wilderness. An early diarist described the frontier character of the town in early 1848:

Portland has two white houses and one brick and three wood colored frame houses and a few
cabins ... We traveled four or five miles through the thickest woods | ever saw ... [on an]
intolerably bad road ... These woods are infested with wild cats, panthers, bears and wolves.*

The visions and efforts of Portland’s early proprietors, unlike those of many other hopeful western speculators,
soon began to bear fruit. Utilitarian wood-frame stores, warehouses and hotels, often designed in vernacular
interpretations of Classical Revival styles, sprang up rapidly in the modest but growing downtown, which
extended south from the southern fringes of Couch’s Addition along Front and First Streets, through the current
historic district. The location and date of the first structure within the historic district proper is not known with
certainty, but was possibly John Couch’s warehouse and wharf, constructed by 1849 near the foot of what
would become Couch and Davis Streets. One of the first documented businesses within the district was that of
Andrew Skidmore (father of the fountain’s namesake, Stephen Skidmore), who established the California
House hotel in the late 1840s atop his house on First Street, between what is now Burnside and Couch streets.
Here he housed his family, ran a general store, and sold insurance.*” By 1851, as many as thirty businesses
were in operation, including Henry Corbett’s dry goods store at Front and Oak and William S. Ladd’s
wholesale liquor business at 46 Front Street. Both men would become leading figures among Portland’s
economic and political elite.

* Jewel Lansing, Portland: People, Politics, and Power, 1851-2001 (Corvallis: Oregon State University Press, 2003), 1 and 6;
MacColl, Merchants, Money, and Power, 8; DeMarco, Short History of Portland, 33-35.

* Hawkins, Grand Era of Cast-lron Architecture, 24.

% Charles H. Carey, General History of Oregon (Portland: Metropolitan Press, 1936; reprint, Portland: Binfords & Mort, 1971),
655 (reprint edition). The reference to a brick structure at this early period is intriguing, but not supported by other sources known to
the authors.

*" Eugene E. Snyder, Skidmore’s Portland: His Fountain and Its Sculptor (Portland: Binfords & Mort, 1973), 16; MacColl,
Merchants, Money, and Power, 19.
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By 1850, the 800-person community was the largest settlement in the Pacific Northwest, but was still very
much a frontier village, derided by outsiders as “Stumptown” and “Mudtown.” It was a place where “stumps
from fallen firs lay scattered dangerously about Front and First Streets ... humans and animals, carts and
wagons slogged through a sludge of mud and water ... sidewalks often disappeared during spring floods.
Portland’s future as the region’s leading city was far from assured. Other valley and river towns, such as
Milwaukie, Linnton, Milton, and not least, the venerable Oregon City, competed fiercely for population,
business, and the vital transportation and trade services and relationships needed to connect the still isolated
area to regional, national and international markets.

9948

Front Street: Commerce and the Rise of a Metropolis, 1851 - 1880

The Far West was more distinctively urban [than the Midwest] in its own way. San Francisco
and Portland grew earlier, in comparison with their hinterlands, than Chicago and Detroit; they
were the bridgeheads from which the East conquered the wilderness. And they were general
headquarters as well, throughout the complex warfare of settlement and development. They
collected and paid out the capital that the whole region needed—to water its dry land, to dig its
mines, to build its railroads, to collect its ores and crops and ship them back to the East. —Earl
Pomeroy, The Pacific Slope.

In the three decades between 1850 and 1880, Portland experienced remarkable population growth and economic
expansion. In its first census in 1850, the city’s population was 821 and, like many frontier towns, was
predominantly male, with 653 male whites, 164 female whites and four “free colored” individuals. By 1880 the
city had grown to 17,577 persons, and, though dwarfed by San Francisco, with a population of 233,959,
Portland was the largest city in the Northwest, clearly outdistancing Seattle with its 3,533 persons.* Within ten
years following incorporation by territorial charter in 1851, Portland opened its first public school, formed a fire
department, installed telegraph lines, and established the third gas works on the Pacific Coast.”® In 1872 the
city’s first public transit service was established—a horse and mule-drawn railway running along First Street
through Skidmore/Old Town. That same year Portland was lauded as one of the richest cities, per capita, in the
country. By 1880, the former village had transitioned into a complete, fully urban community—the
“Metropolis of the Northwest.”

In this era, Portland’s downtown, centered on Front and First Streets,51 developed into the region’s most
impressively urbanized area, it’s substantial three and four-story brick and cast-iron buildings lending the city a

* MacColl, Merchants, Money, and Power, 18-19.

* See Table 1 Population of Selected Western Cities 1850-1920, for more population figures and data sources.

%0 City of Portland Auditor’s Office, “Portland Historical Timeline,” http://www.portlandonline.com/auditor/ (accessed May 19,
2005).

*! Portland’s first central business district stretched south along Front and First Streets from about North D Street (now NW Davis
Street), to about Taylor Street, encompassing today’s Skidmore/Old Town Historic District. The geographic boundaries of the
historic district were drawn to encompass an extant concentration of downtown Portland’s Italianate, American Romanesque and
Commercial Style buildings, dating from the mid-nineteenth through early twentieth centuries. From a strictly historical perspective,
however, these boundaries especially along the southern edge of the district, are somewhat artificial as the earliest commercial core
was not confined to Skidmore/Old Town, but stretched south to the vicinity of the Yambhill Historic District where another smaller
collection of extant early commercial buildings is concentrated. The downtown’s “first” early buildings located south of the present
Skidmore/Old Town, including such structures as the Cree Building (1862) and the Ladd and Tilton Bank (1868), have generally not
survived, many victims of the Great Fire of 1873 or “uptown” redevelopment pressure in the late nineteenth and twentieth centuries.
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metropolitan ambiance surpassed in the Far West only by San Francisco. But Portland’s prominence was not
limited to mere appearances for it had emerged as the economic capital of the Northwest, that, in Paul
Merriam’s words “extended its economic influence in important ways so as to dominate leading sectors of the
economy of its hinterland—especially in trade, transportation, finance, and manufacturing.”* Front Street’s
wholesale merchants, such as Allen & Lewis, Corbett, Failing & Company, and McCraken & Company
supplied manufactures, dry goods, groceries and commodities to communities throughout the developing West,
from the farms of the Willamette Valley and Columbia Basin to the mining towns of Idaho and the lumber
camps of Puget Sound. Many wholesale merchants also operated as commission, consignment and export
agents, brokering agricultural commodity transactions. This typically involved extending credit to farmers or
grain dealers in advance of expected harvests, and then buying and reselling their products on the San
Francisco, East Coast or foreign markets. The Oregon Steam Navigation Company, with its massive warehouse
and dock facility between Pine and Ash and a huge fleet of river steamers, monopolized the Columbia-Snake
river transportation system as far upriver as Walla Walla and Lewiston, controlling a vital trade link between
the Oregon Country and the markets of California, the East Coast, the Far East and Europe. Portland’s financial
institutions, such as the Ladd & Tilton Bank and the Mortgage Bank of Oregon and Washington, provided the
capital and exchange services needed for urban and agricultural land development, farming and commercial
growth throughout the northern Pacific Slope, from Portland’s growing East Side to the Columbia Basin and the
Inland Empire.

Foundations of a Trade Economy

Central to Portland’s emergence as a major West Coast city was its role as a commercial trade center, serving
not only the immediate region, but the greater Willamette Valley and eventually the “Inland Empire” of the
Columbia River system, stretching into what would become parts of Washington, Idaho, Montana and British
Columbia. A number of factors contributed to the city’s early mercantile success and set the stage for its
growth trajectory. Critical was Portland’s ability to take advantage of its geographic location by developing
transportation and business connections to both its hinterland and national and international trade networks.
Positioned just below the Ross Island sand bars that obstructed ocean-going vessels from navigating further up-
river on the Willamette, Portland was a natural trans-shipment point for the Willamette Valley’s agricultural
products, sent downriver by barge or stern-wheelers and loaded onto ocean-going sailing and steam vessels
from the Front Street wharves. In 1868, Judge Matthew Deady noted that “in 1850, shipping began to arrive
freely from California and the Sandwich [Hawaiian] Islands. Couch & Co. dispatched the Brig Emma Preston
to China ... [in 1851] regular steam communications with San Francisco was established.” > So too the city
was located only a few miles downriver from the first major navigational impediment on the Columbia, “the
Cascades,” the portage around which would prove to be a critical link in the greater Columbia trade system and
which Portland’s merchant-elite would fight successfully to monopolize. Another early factor was completion
of the Canyon Road in 1853, providing Portland with the best connection of any of the competing upper
Willamette towns through the West Hills to the rich farmlands and settlements of the Tualatin Plains and
Yamhill Valley.™

If Portland was favorably positioned at the deep-water head of an extensive river network with the potential to
knit together a vast hinterland, it still needed markets for its commodities, goods and services. The demand for

*2 Paul Gilman Merriam, Portland, Oregon, 1840-1890: A Social and Economic History (PhD diss., University of Oregon, Eugene,
1971), 256.

>3 Matthew Deady, “Portland-On-Wallamet,” Overland Monthly 1 (1868): 34-43.

> Johansen and Gates, Empire of the Columbia, 336-350.
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provisions and materiel to fuel the Northwest’s sporadic Indian Wars provided an early boost to the fledgling
city’s traders. Of even greater significance for Portland’s economic success was the growth of Western gold
and mineral mining. Touched-off by the famous 1848 discoveries near Sutter’s Mill in Northern California
(which nearly depopulated Portland for a time but also brought enormous profits to the merchants that stayed,
as prices in California skyrocketed), the great Northwest mining era stretched into the 1870s and encompassed
at least eleven major mining districts and numerous smaller ones throughout Oregon, Washington, Idaho,
Nevada, Montana, and British Columbia. Portland was not the only entrep6t serving the vast mining frontier,
but it dominated the mining trade north of California in the early phases into the early 1860s. Over time, it was
challenged in British Columbia by the rise of Victoria, in the south by Salt Lake City, and from the east by St.
Louis and other Midwestern cities (via the Missouri River system and later the ever-westward extension of the
railroads). San Francisco, the urban dynamo of the Far West, had a jump on everyone; by the mid 1850s its
political sophistication, financial resources, trade connections, and business expertise made it a commercial
threat virtually everywhere west of the continental divide. However, throughout the mining era, Portland
controlled at least portions of the trade associated with all of the major mining areas north of California, and it
firmly retained dominion in the “inner circle” most easily served by the Columbia River, including the
Kootenay, Clearwater, Salmon, Powder, and John Day mining districts (see Map MO7).55

The mining frontier provided early markets for Oregon’s agricultural and lumber products and the imported
manufactured goods that were distributed by the wholesale merchant houses beginning to dominate Front
Street. In the opposite direction, gold quickly became one of the Portland’s most important “exports.” Gold
dust was shipped downriver from the eastern mines on Oregon Steam Navigation Company boats, usually in the
custody of Wells, Fargo & Company agents, whose offices were located on Front Street, north of Stark,’® where
it was assayed and prepared for re-shipment to San Francisco or New York on coastal steamers or ocean vessels
docked at the Front Street wharves. In 1864, $7.6 million in gold was shipped from Portland to San Francisco;
in 1865, Wells, Fargo alone shipped over $6 million in gold from Portland. Smaller amounts of gold were
handled by Portland’s homegrown Land & Tilton Bank, located at First and Stark.”’

This two-way commerce with the mining frontier established trade patterns and relationships that Portland’s
mercantile and shipping concerns would continue to exploit for many decades, as the markets for manufactured
goods and foodstuffs in the boom-and-bust mining areas were augmented by the more reliable needs of the
settlements and farming communities of the interior and coastal Northwest. Mining also helped the region’s
economic system by hastening the adoption of gold as a means of exchange and building the capacity of
Portland’s financial institutions. In the words of Johansen and Gates, “gold rushes and Indian wars gave the
Willamette Valley farmers markets, and the Columbia River and its tributaries were the highways over which
their produce moved. Portland was the depot for this traffic and by 1858 had overshadowed all of its rivals
[along the Willamette and lower Columbia rivers].””®

Wholesale Trade: Supplying the Pacific Northwest

Wholesale trade and distribution was critical to Portland’s economic success and rise as a major urban center.
Concentrated in the riverfront-oriented urban core encompassing today’s Skidmore/Old Town Historic District

*D. W. Meinig, The Great Columbia Plain: A Historical Geography, 1805-1910 (Seattle: University of Washington Press, 1968),
214-219 and passim.

6 Wells, Fargo later had offices at First and Stark and First and Ankeny.

7 Merriam, Portland, Oregon, 185-191, 226-228; DeMarco, Short History of Portland, 36-39.

>¥ Johansen and Gates, Empire of the Columbia, 338.
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and stretching to the south along Front Street, the city’s trading companies supplied a wealth of products to
cities and towns throughout the growing Pacific Northwest, including all kinds of manufactured and dry goods,
hardware and building products, agricultural implements and machinery, food stuffs and liquor. One of the
earliest and most long-lived of the Skidmore/Old Town firms engaged in this trade was Allen & Lewis, which
specialized in the wholesale grocery business. Founded in 1853 by Cicero Lewis and Lucien Allen, their first
building was located at the northeast corner of Front and Burnside Streets. Expanding into grain export in the
1870s, Allen & Lewis became one of the “foremost wholesale houses not only in Portland but of the entire
West Coast,” with branches in Spokane and Walla Walla, Washington and La Grande, Baker City, Eugene, and
Marshfield (Coos Bay), Oregon. In 1882, they constructed a full-block, three-story cast-iron building designed
by Warren Williams on Front between Couch and Davis (demolished in 1942). Its 100,000 square feet of space
(including docks) housed their business and, initially, other wholesale firms, including paint, glass and door
suppliers. For a time the company also operated out of the Bickel Block (#91).”

Another example of the district’s enterprising wholesale firms is Corbitt & Macleay, located at 13 and 15 Front
Street, between Ash and Vine, and later further south at 64 and 66 Front Street. Starting in the wholesale
grocery and liquor trade, the firm, led by Scottish transplant Donald Macleay, diversified and expanded,
becoming a major commission and shipping merchant and leading exporter of Columbia wheat to Europe. The
firm alsg) canned and exported salmon and supplied ship spars, planking and other products to the Hong Kong
market.

Liquor was a valuable and in-demand product on the western frontier and Portland quickly became one of the
major liquor distribution centers in the Far West. Ladd, Reed & Co. located at 73 Front Street, was a
pioneering firm in this lucrative business. The company, dating from the 1850s, provided a source of early
wealth that partners William Ladd and Simeon Reed later parlayed into myriad other successful business
ventures, including shipping, banking, manufacturing and real estate development, setting them atop Portland’s
political and economic elite. In 1865, Portland had at least four wholesale liquor suppliers, including Millard &
Van Schuyver, which advertised itself as “successors to Ladd, Reed & Co.” By 1878, there were at least ten
wholesalers specializing in liquor, two of which were listed by R. Dun & Co. as among the city’s ten wealthiest
companies, including the Portland branch of A. P. Hotaling, a San Francisco-based firm that would later bottle
and sell liquor as the first tenant of the 1889 Skidmore Block on First and Burnside (#72). Most of the liquor
sold out of Portland was imported, but Addison and Starr Lewis, who would found the First National Bank of
Portland, operated a distillery at 70 Front Street, between Pine and Oak. Portland distributors supplied
establishments throughout the greater Northwest and did a good business with intermediary suppliers of the
saloons and camps in the mining districts of eastern Oregon, Washington, Idaho, and British Columbia. The
records of the firm of Humiston, Wilson & Company, located at 87 Front Street, show accounts between 1859
and 1864 in Canyon City, Dalles City, and Umatilla Landing, Oregon and Lewiston, Idaho, as well as Mid- and
Upper-Willamette Valley towns such as Eugene City, Albany, Butteville, and Scio. Portland itself formed a
large home-grown market, judging by its forty-four retail liquor establishments in 1865, which grew to no fewer
than seventy-three by 1873. These included a number of famous (or perhaps notorious) saloons in and near
Skidmore/Old Town such as the Oro Fino on Stark between Front and First, with its “choicest qualities of
wines, liquors, ales, porter and fine cigars” and oyster bar “where the bivalves will be served in all styles, and at

% MacColl, Merchants, Money, and Power, 31-33, 154; Hawkins, Grand Era, 122-123; Arthur L. Throckmorton, Oregon
Argonauts: Merchant Adventurers on the Western Frontier (Portland: Oregon Historical Society, 1961), 127; Allen and Lewis
Preferred Stock, 1, no. 6, June 1, 1916.

%0 MacColl, Merchants, Money, and Power, 215; City Directories for 1873 and 1890.
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Portland’s merchants, some of whom branched into manufacturing, also supplied the farming, mining, milling
and lumbering machinery and other equipment needed to develop the Northwest’s expanding agricultural and
resource extraction economies. The Parke & Lacey Machinery Company manufactured, imported and exported
various engines, boilers, milling and logging equipment and other machinery from its location in the Bickel
Block (#91) at Front and Couch. Following the closure of the theater and public market in the New Market
Block (#45) in the late 1880s, the building housed the firm of Staver & Walker, “Largest Machinery and
Vehicle Repository on the Coast,” which marketed agricultural and milling equipment, engines, wagons and
carriages throughout the Northwest, with branches in La Grande, Oregon, Walla Walla, Spokane, and Pullman,
Washington, and Moscow, Idaho.”® The Portland machine shops and foundries that supplied architectural
ironwork for Skidmore/Old Town’s buildings also manufactured agricultural machinery and implements that
were exported from the city and constituted an important sector in Portland’s modest but growing
manufacturing base.*

While some of Skidmore/Old Town’s early trading companies, such as Allen & Lewis, remained prosperous
into the twentieth century, numerous others were more short-lived. One example worthy of note is the
mercantile firm owned and operated in the 1850s by Abner Hunt Francis at Front and Stark. Abner, a friend of
famed abolitionist Frederick Douglass, arrived in Portland in 1851 with his wife Sydnia and his brother O. B.
Francis and were among the early city’s very few African-Americans. Within days of opening their trading
business, Abner’s brother was arrested for violating the territorial exclusion law of 1849, which made it illegal
for “any negro or mulatto to come in or reside within the limits” of Oregon. In September 1851, Judge O. C.
Pratt ordered the Francis family to leave the territory. The expulsion order was not enforced however, after a
petition signed by 211 Portland residents protesting their expulsion and urging repeal of the law convinced the
legislature not to enforce it. Abner Francis remained in Portland for a decade, operating a profitable trading
business and amassing a fortune estimated at $36,000 when he left for Vancouver Island in 1860. If Francis’
economic success was unusual for an African American in early Portland, it is not surprising that it was earned
by running a trade house on bustling Front Street.

Portland competed directly with San Francisco in the wholesale distribution trade. That city had risen
meteorically as the undisputed premier city of the West Coast following the gold rush, and its financial, trade,
and shipping interests were preeminent throughout much of the Far West. Even with its geographic advantage
with respect to much of the Pacific Northwest and the Inland Empire, Portland was at a disadvantage as long as
its merchants were dependant on San Francisco as the shipping intermediary for imported goods from the East
Coast and Europe. Beginning in the late 1860s, Portland merchants, conscious of “working under the hand of
San Francisco,” in the words of Oregonian editor Harvey Scott, made concerted efforts to arrange for direct
purchase and shipment of goods to Portland. As Portland’s trading firms matured in the 1870s and 1880s, they
were increasingly successful in cutting-out San Francisco as an intermediary, lessening port duties, tariffs,
mark-ups, and other “friction” costs. Increasingly free from dependency on San Francisco, Portland acquired a
larger and more independent regional economic status, which its business and political elite used, in turn, to
extend the city’s economic hegemony over its own burgeoning hinterland, which included not only the

6! MacColl, Merchants, Money, and Power, 213; Portland City Directory, 1865, 1873; Portland HRI; Sanborn Map 1901, Guide to
the Humiston, Wilson, and Company Records, 1859-1964 (Oregon Historical Society Research Library, finding aid).

%2 Portland and Vicinity: Willamette Valley, Columbia River, Puget Sound (Portland: L. Samuel, 1887).

% Portland’s early economy was distinctly commercial. Manufacturing, while important locally, was relatively underdeveloped in
the nineteenth century and to some extent well into the twentieth century.
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Willamette Valley, but, large parts of western and coastal Oregon and Washington and the great interior region
stretching up the Columbia and Snake river drainages.

Export Trade: Regional Development and World Markets

Portland had quickly established itself as the Northwest’s primary importing and wholesale supply center, but it
also emerged as its most important export hub—the nerve center for financing, marketing and shipping the
region’s growing agricultural surpluses. By the 1870s, maritime export of agricultural products, especially
wheat and flour, was Portland’s most important commercial activity, a trade sector important to Portland’s
economy to this day. Initially, much of the agricultural trade was actually “upriver,” as the produce of the
Willamette Valley was shipped to booming interior mining regions. With the transition of the interior
Columbia Basin to an agricultural base following the successful adoption of “dry-land” farming techniques, this
trade reversed, and, beginning in the mid-1860s, Portland exports of grain and other agricultural products from
the Columbia region grew markedly, assisted by improvements to the Columbia River transportation system,
such as channel dredging and portage railroads, pushed forward by Portland’s business interests. This pattern,
in which the produce of a broad interior region was brought to international markets via a river-based
transportation network that was focused on a lower-Columbia trade hub, was a clear echo of the earlier trade
systems of the North West and Hudson’s Bay Companies, which had likewise funneled furs from the vast
Pacific Slope to their trading and export centers at Ft. George (Astoria) and Ft. Vancouver on the lower
Columbia. With its deep-water port, access to the Pacific Ocean, urban infrastructure, and an established and
successful wholesale merchant community, Portland was the logical trade and finance nexus for the massive
expansion of the Columbia grain trade and the development of the Inland Empire that began in the 1860s and
extended well into the next century (see Maps MO6 and MO8).**

Through the 1860s, most of the grain and other agricultural products shipped from Portland were bound for
California. In 1867, products valued at about $2.5 million (excluding shipments of gold valued at about $4
million) were exported from Portland, including some fifty different types of trade articles, most of which went
to San Francisco, bound for California consumers or re-export to foreign ports. The most valuable products
(other than gold) were wheat, flour and bran, collectively worth over $800,000. Other exports included
$130,000 worth of wool, $90,000 of fresh and dried apples, $62,000 of b